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“How  sweet  from  the  green 
mossy  brim  to  receive  it,  as  poised  on 
the  curb,  it  inclined  to  my  lips". 
These  words  from  the  third  stanza  of 
Samuel  Woodworth’s  popular  poem 
also  form  the  obverse  inscription  of  a 
group  of  medals  that  give  us  a fas- 
cinating insight  into  the  early  tem- 
perance movement  in  America,  its 
impact  on  American  society  and  cul- 
ture, and  the  role  these  medals  played 
in  sustaining  the  spread  of  the  tem- 
perance message. 

“The  Old  Oaken  Bucket” 
was  written  ca.  1818,  and  was  an 
immediate  hit  as  a sentimental  poem 
that  oozed  nostalgia  for  the  “simpler” 
life  down  on  the  farm.  C.  Bradlee, 
Boston,  published  the  first  sheet 
music  based  on  this  poem  in  1834. 
Eulogizing  cold,  pure  water  fresh 
from  the  well,  it  quickly  became  a 
theme  song  of  the  temperance  move- 
ment, and  provided  the  symbolism 
for  many  of  the  medals  and  other 
ephemera  of  the  movement  for  the 
rest  of  the  19th  century.  The  sym- 
bolism stayed  the  same  even  though 
the  “temperance  concept”  changed 
dramatically  throughout  the  era. 

There  is  a tendency  today  to 
think  of  the  temper-  ance  movement 
as  a continuous,  monolithic  struggle 


toward  national  prohibition,  and  to 
conclude  that  the  movement  ulti- 
mately failed  with  the  repeal  of  the 
1 8th  amendment.  Both  ideas  are  far 
off  the  mark. 

There  was  not  much  recog- 
nition of  an  “alcohol  problem”  in 
America  at  the  end  of  the  1700s.  The 
new  nation  was  still  largely  agrarian. 
Labor  was  generally  unskilled,  and  a 
hangover,  although  uncomfortable, 
could  be  tolerated  behind  a plow 
without  serious  adverse  effects  on  the 
quality  of  the  work  done.  Alcoholic 
beverages  were  considered  to  be  a 
normal  food  staple  that  must  be  con- 
sumed for  good  health.  Most  fami- 
lies made  and  consumed  their  own 
alcoholic  beverages  in  mind-boggling 
quantities.  A typical  family  in  the 
early  1800s  made  and  consumed 
about  100  barrels  of  hard  cider  per 
year  in  addition  to  beer  and  distilled 
spirits.  Water  was  often  dirty  and 
polluted,  milk  was  not  always  avail- 
able and  spoiled  quickly,  so  alcoholic 
drinks  were  believed  to  be  the  only 
“safe  and  wholesome”  beverages.  In 
1790  the  annual  consumption  in 
America  is  estimated  to  have  been 
about  three  gallons  of  absolute  alco- 
hol per  capita.  As  Blocker  put  it, 
“Virtually  everybody  drank  virtually 
all  of  the  time.” 

A few  clergymen  and  doc- 
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SERIOUS  CUSTOMERS  FOR  SERIOUS  EXONUMIA! 


For  twenty  five  years,  PRESIDENTIAL  has  been  known  for  selling  the  finest  quality  tokens  and 
medals  in  a wide  variety  of  collecting  fields.  Through  the  years,  we  have  handled 
major  rarities  in  virtually  every  token  and  medal  collecting  area  of  significance. 

Below  are  just  a few  of  the  areas  in  which  we  deal  extensively. 


Hard  Times  & 19th  Century  Merchant  Tokens 
Civil  War  Tokens 
Transportation  Tokens 
So-Called  Dollars 
All  Kinds  of  Political  Americana 


Betts  Medals 
Indian  Peace  Medals 
U.S.  Mint  Medals 
World’s  Fair  & Exposition  Items 
Art  Medals 
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Official  Presidential  Inaugural  Medals 
AT  AUCTION 

We  offer  material  from  all  of  the  above  areas  - plus  some.  We  publish  major  sales  twice 
yearly  with  the  five  portions  held  in  conjunction  with  major  numismatic  conventions. 

The  subscription  fee  of  $10.00  brings  you  three  sale  catalogs  + prices  realized. 

FIXED  PRICE  LIST 

Every  two  years  or  so  (or  as  the  spirit  moves  us) , we  publish  a price  list  of 
Official  Inaugural  Medals  & Memorabilia  and  Presidential  Gift  Items.  Our  last  list  was 
compiled  in  January,  1997  and  is  still  available,  free,  for  the  asking. 

PRIVATE  TREATY  SALES 

We  conduct  an  extensive  mail  order  business  and  will  be  pleased  to  receive  your  want  fist. 

WE  ARE  BUYING 

As  much  as  we  would  like  it  to  be  otherwise,  we  operate  in  a relatively  thin  market . 

The  majority  of  coin  dealers  could  care  less  about  tokens  and  medals  and  their  buying  prices 
reflect  that  disinterest.  PRESIDENTIAL  has  specialized  in  the  token  and  medal  field  for  25 
years  and  is  in  a position  to  offer  fair  and  knowledgeable  prices  for  your  material. 

If  you  would  rather  sell  at  auction  - there  is  no  better  vehicle  than  our  professionally 
cataloged  illustrated  sales.  Our  commission  rate  is  a reasonable  10%  and 
payment  is  made  promptly  45days  after  the  close  of  the  sale. 

PRESIDENTIAL  COIN  & ANTIQUE  CO,  INC. 

6550-1  Little  River  Turnpike 
Alexandria,  VA  22312 
703-354-5454 
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TAMS  members  and  prospective  members  are 
requested  to  contact  the  TAMS  Secretary  regarding 
any  changes  in  name,  address,  applications,  sub- 
scriptions, resignations,  missing  issues,  deaths  or 
any  other  TAMS  business.  Contact  the  Editor,  David 
Schenkman,  P.O.  Box  366,  Bryantown,  MD  20617, 
for  matters  relating  directly  to  the  Journal. 


For  security  reasons  the  TAMS  Board  of  Directors 
has  voted  to  not  publish  members’  address  in  the 
Secretary’s  Report.  Any  member  wishing  to  contact 
a new  member  may  do  so  by  sending  a self 
addressed  stamped  letter  to  the  Secretary,  and  the 
letter  will  be  forwarded  to  the  member. 


Period  Ending  July  15,  2004 
New  Members 

7983  Kerr,  Robert,  VA.  Tokens,  Medals,  Medallions, 

Coins  Etc.,  Norman  Peters 

7984  Riberto,  Russell  J.,  1L 

Address  Changes 

7350  Perkins,  W.  David,  CO 
7494  Lenner,  Louis  J.,  IL 
7710  King,  Virginia,  IN 
7781  Burghauser,  Alan  H.,  NJ 


LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR 


FALSE  PREMISE 

Paul  Blanchard’s  introduction  to  his  list  of 
George  Washington  Bicentennial  medals  of  1932  in 
the  July  TAMS  Journal  contains  a false  premise.  His 
first  sentence  “During  the  1920s  and  early  1930s 
America  was  in  the  throws  of  a deep  Depression”  is 
not  true. 

There  was  a Great  Depression,  of  course,  but 
it  occurred,  for  the  most  part,  after  1932. 


Business  cycles  go  on  all  the  time.  There  was 
a recession  in  the  1920s  whose  low  point  was  in  1923. 
But  beginning  thereafter  was  a period  of  jubilation,  of 
upswing  in  the  business  cycles,  of  the  “gay  twenties.” 
Of  optimism  reborn  and  increased  business  activity 
and  higher  employment. 

This  jubilation  continued  until  Black  Thursday, 
October  24,  1929  with  the  stock  market  crash,  the 
exact  moment  when  the  business  cycle  turned.  Its 
downward  spiral  began  from  that  moment  until  March 
4,  1933,  when  FDR  gave  his  “Only  thing  to  fear  is  fear 
itself  speech.  (We  got  out  of  this  depression  with,  of 
all  things,  World  War  II;  from  a low  point  of  10  percent 
unemployment  to  a period  of  110  percent  employ- 
ment, where  retired  men  and  housewives  were 
employed  for  war  work). 

The  “1920s"  should  not  have  been  included  in 
Paul’s  initial  sentence.  The  later  1920s  were  fairly 
prosperous.  In  1924,  the  year  the  George  Washington 
Bicentennial  Commission  was  established,  was  a time 
when  Americans  could  celebrate.  It  was  only  natural 
they  wanted  to  do  something  special  to  honor  the 
200th  anniversary  of  the  birth  of  the  Father  of  our 
Country.  They  wanted  to  throw  a birthday  bash  across 
the  nation. 

No  one  knew,  however,  that  by  the  time  1932 
rolled  around  we  would  be  in  the  midst  of  the  slide  in 
the  cycle  that  led  to  the  lowest  point  in  our  nation’s 
business.  The  obvious  effect  on  medals  and  souvenirs 
was  the  lack  of  large  sales.  Medal  companies  wanted 
to  make  1932  Washington  items  — and  some  did!  — 
but  the  sales  of  these  fell  short  of  their  expectations. 
This  makes  them  scarce  today,  and  thus  appealing  to 
collectors. 

Paul  Blanchard  has  done  a service  to  col- 
lectors in  gathering  these  specimens  and  describing 
them,  but  has  misled  us  with  his  historical  reason. 

D.  Wayne  Johnson 

SAN  FRANCISCO  COIN 
CLUB  ISSUES  MEDAL 

The  San  Francisco,  California  Coin  Club  (SFCC) 
announces  a new  medal  commemorating  the  sesquicenten- 
nial  (150th)  anniversary,  of  the  opening  of  the  first  San 
Francisco  Mint.  The  medal  portrays  the  first  San  Francisco 
Mint  building,  which  opened  on  3 April  1854  and  was 
located  on  Commercial  Street  in  downtown  San  Francisco. 
This  design,  picturing  the  front  face  of  the  Mint,  was 
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1 1 


7854-  200^ 


designed  by  SFCC  Member  Dr.  Michael  F.  Wehner.  The 
obverse  portrays  the  logo  of  the  San  Francisco  Coin  Club, 
which  accents  the  famous  Golden  Gate  Bridge  and  octagon 
design  of  the  Gold  Rush  Era  pioneer  gold  coinage.  This  is 
the  Club’s  first  medal  issue  in  over  ten  years. 

Medals  will  be  issued  in  .999  fine  one  ounce  silver 
and  bronze  only.  Deadline  for  placing  an  order  is  December 


1,  2004.  Delivery  is  anticipated  in  January  2005.  Those 
desiring  additional  information  may  obtain  it  by  writing 
SFCC,  PO  Box  880994,  San  Francisco,  CA  94188-0994. 
Inquiries  may  be  emailed  to  mf  wehner@yahoo.com  . For 
an  order  form,  go  to  <http://exonumia.homestead.com/ 
fi!es/SFCC_Medal.pdf>. 


INTERESTED  IN  TOKENS  OF  NORTH 
AND/OR  SOUTH  CAROLINA? 


The  Carolina  Token  Society  (CARTS)  is  a fledg- 
ling organization  for  those  interested  in  the  tokens  of  the 
two  Carolinas.  The  group  is  not  charging  any  dues  so  far, 
and  would  be  glad  to  send  their  newsletter  to  interested 
collectors.  To  receive  your  free  newsletters,  or  to  obtain 
additional  information  about  CARTS,  write  to  Don  Bailey, 
PO  Box  1272,  Etowah,  NC  28729.  Or,  you  can  email  Don 
at  ELADON@BRINET.COM. 


TAMS  MEDALS  AVAILABLE 


The  Token  and  Medal  Society's  custom  of 
issuing  medals  dates  back  to  the  early  days  of  the 
organization.  Assemblage  medals  are  struck  for  each 
year's  meeting.  And,  every  other  year  a medal  is 
struck  to  honor  the  outgoing  president.  Many  of  the 
past  medals  are  still  available,  affording  newer  mem- 
bers an  opportunity  to  add  to  their  sets.  Listed  below 
are  those  medals  that  may  be  purchased  directly  from 
TAMS.  As  the  figures  indicate,  some  are  in  very  short 
supply,  so  interested  collectors  are  urged  to  order 
promptly. 

PAST  PRESIDENT  MEDALS  (quantities  remaining 
are  given  in  parenthesis) 

NAME  SILVER  MTG  COST  BRONZE  Mtg  COST 


Fuld 

25 

(sold  out) 

100 

(42) 

10.00 

Curto 

25 

(sold  out) 

150 

(63) 

10.00 

Hamm 

25 

(sold  out) 

150 

(62) 

10.00 

Culver 

25 

(sold  out) 

150 

(68) 

10.00 

Spilman  25 

(sold  out) 

100 

(sold  out) 

Mitchell 

25 

(sold  out) 

100 

(22) 

10.00 

Hatie 

25 

(sold  out) 

150 

(sold  out) 

Johnson  25 

(sold  out) 

75 

(32) 

10.00 

Dow 

25 

(sold  out) 

75 

(30) 

10.00 

Mishler 

25 

(sold  out) 

75 

(23) 

10.00 

Slabaugh  25 

(12) 

40.00 

50 

(20)  10.00 
(set  47.50) 

Harris  25 

(13) 

40.00 

50 

(16)  10.00 
(set  47.50) 

Dunn  25 

(11) 

40.0 

50 

(19)  10.00 

(set  47.50) 

Koppenhaver  25 

(sold  out) 

50 

(15)  10.00 

Schenkman  15 

(5) 

40.00 

30 

(sold  out) 

Levine  20 

(sold  out) 

30 

(8)  10.00 

Cunningham  20 

(5) 

40.00 

30 

(11)  10.00 
(set  47.50) 

Ricard  25 

(10) 

50.00 

25 

(sold  out) 

Baber  20 

(7) 

55.00 

30 

(9)  15.00 

(set  60.00) 

Hallenbeck  20 

(4) 

60.00 

30 

(3)  15.00 

(set  70.00) 

Grinolds  21 

(6) 

60.00 

30 

(1)  15.00 

(set  70.00) 

Grellman  20 

(9) 

60.00 

30 

(12)  15.00 

(set  70.00) 

Young  20 

(17) 

70.00 

30 

(27)  20.00 

(set  85.00) 

TAMS  JOURNAL  107 


ASSEMBLAGE  MEDALS  (quantities  remaining  are 
given  in  parenthesis) 


1983  San  Diego 

(1) 

.925  Silver 

10.00 

1986  Milwaukee 

(5) 

Aluminum 

1.00 

1 987  Atlanta 

(3) 

Golden  Bronze 

2.00 

(6) 

Copper 

2.00 

1988  Cincinnati 

(3) 

.999  Silver 

15.00 

(6) 

Golden  Bronze 

2.00 

(15) 

Aluminum 

1.00 

1 989  Pittsburgh 

(2) 

.999  Silver 

15.00 

(44) 

Bronze 

2.00 

(33) 

Antique  Bronze 

2.00 

1 990  Seattle 

(9) 

Antique  Bronze 

2.00 

1991  Chicago 

(5) 

.999  Silver 

15.00 

(24) 

Bronze 

2.00 

(64) 

Aluminum 

2.00 

1992  Orlando 

(3) 

.999  Silver 

16.00 

(206) 

Bronze 

2.00 

1993  Baltimore 

(2) 

.999  Silver 

20.00 

1 994  Detroit 

(121) 

Bronze 

2.00 

(134) 

Oxidized  Bronze 

3.00 

1 995  Anaheim 

(3) 

.999  Silver 

20.00 

(115) 

Bronze 

2.00 

(133) 

Copper 

3.00 

1996  Denver 

(3) 

.999  Silver 

20.00 

(101) 

Bronze 

3.00 

(108) 

Copper 

3.00 

1997  New  York 

(10) 

.999  Silver 

20.00 

(76) 

Bronze 

3.00 

(90) 

Copper 

1.00 

(66) 

Aluminum 

1.00 

1998  Portland 

(6) 

.999  Silver 

20.00 

(90) 

Bronze 

3.00 

(65) 

Copper 

3.00 

(102) 

Aluminum 

1.00 

1999  Chicago 

(6) 

.999  Silver 

20.00 

(325) 

Golden  Bronze 

3.00 

2000  Philadelphia 

(30) 

.999  Silver 

20.00 

(3) 

Golden  Bronze 

4.00 

(21) 

Copper 

4.00 

2001  Atlanta 

(27) 

.999  Silver 

20.00 

(50) 

Bronze 

4.00 

(47) 

Copper 

4.00 

2002  New  York 

(19) 

.999  Silver 

20.00 

2003  Baltimore 

(62) 

Antique  Bronze 

4.00 

(69) 

Antique  Copper 

4.00 

2004  Pittsburgh 

(14) 

.999  Silver 

23.00 

(43 

Antique  Bronze 

4.00 

(49) 

Bright  Copper 

4.00 

OTHER  TAMS  MEDALS  AND/OR  BADGES 
(quantities  remaining  are  given  in  parenthesis) 


Member  Medal  (pin  back) 

3.75 

(278) 

Member  Bar 

1.75 

(276) 

Charter  Member  Bar 

3.00 

(34) 

Life  Member  Bar 

3.00 

(191 

Officer  Bar 

3.50 

(4) 

Past  Officer  Bar 

3.50 

(14) 

President  Bar 

3.50 

(19) 

Past  President  Bar 

3.50 

(12) 

ORDERING  INSTRUCTIONS:  make  payment  pay- 
able to  the  Token  and  Medal  Society  and  send  to  Don 
Young,  TAMS  Medals  Chairman,  560  Marimon  Ave., 
Harrodsburg,  KY  40330.  Please  add  the  proper 
amount  of  shipping  charges  to  your  order,  as  stated 
below: 

Silver  medal  or  set 5.00 

Other  medals  or  badges 1 .50 

Large  orders:  Contact  Medals  Chairman  for  cost. 


SPECIAL  QUANTITY  DISCOUNT  IS  AVAILABLE; 
contact  the  medals  chairman  for  quotes. 
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PLEASE. . . 

When  you  move,  send  the  Secretary  your 
change  of  address  as  soon  as  possible. 
Journals  sent  to  old  addresses  are  ex- 
pensive — we  must  pay  to  have  them 
returned,  and  then  spend  a minimum  of 
88<d  to  mail  them  to  the  members’  current 
addresses.  This  becomes  quite  expensive 
when  we  have  at  least  a dozen  or  more  for 
each  issue! 


Forty  years  ago  this  month,  TAMS 
published  a Code  of  Ethics.  The  committee  was 
chaired  by  Arlie  Slabaugh.  Nearly  80  new  members 
joined  our  ranks. 

30  years  ago,  David  Gladfelter,  wrote  on 
Mark  Newby:  Quaker  Pioneer.  The  article  was  a well 
researched  treatise  on  the  “Newby”  tokens.  More 
than  a dozen  photos  chronicled  the  TAMS  banquet, 
many  of  well-known  exonumia  pioneers,  including 
perhaps  the  only  known  picture  of  Max  Schwartz. 

20  years  ago,  Martin  Luther  medals  were  the 
subject  by  Frederick  J.  Schumacher.  William  O. 
West  presented  The  Naval  Battery  Clasp  of  the  WWI 
Victory  Medal  and  the  story  behind  the  14”  naval 
railway  gun! 


10  years  ago,  David  Schenkman  penned  an 
award-winning  and  thorough  article  entitled  Tokens 
of  the  Southern  Textile  Mill  Industry. 
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THE  OLD  OAKEN  BUCKET 


“Man  at  the  Well”  Medals  of  the  American  Temperance  Movement 

(Continued  from  the  cover) 


tors  had  begun  agitating  for  temperance  in  the  original 
sense  of  the  word.  Alcohol  was  to  be  consumed,  but  only  in 
moderation.  Medical  treatises  about  the  damage  to  the 
body  caused  by  drunkenness  began  to  appear,  and  there  was 
an  awakening  to  some  of  the  social  problems  caused  by  the 
habitual  drunkard. 

But  other  pressures  occurred  to  exacerbate  the 
problem.  The  industrial  revolution  brought  work  into  the 
cities  and  towns.  Workers  became  specialized  craftsmen 
instead  of  unskilled  farm  hands.  Alcohol  that  had  been 
made  and  consumed  within  the  family  circle  was  now  being 
purchased  with  funds  needed  for  support  of  the  family  and 
was  consumed  in  grog  shops  and  taverns  instead  of  within 
the  family  circle. 

Expansion  into  the  west  also  contributed  to  the 
growing  concern.  The  rich  farmlands  in  the  west  could 
grow  much  more  com  per  acre  than  were  produced  east  of 
the  Appalachian  Mountains,  and  the  price  of  com  in  the 
west  was  1/3  the  price  east  of  the  mountains.  The  high  cost 
of  transportation,  however,  caused  western  grain  to  cost 
more  than  the  market  price  in  eastern  cities.  The  farmers 
found  the  solution.  They  distilled  the  com  into  whisky  and 
transported  it  to  the  east  in  large  quantities.  The  price  of 
whisky  fell  to  between  25  and  50  cents  per  gallon,  and 
whisky  quickly  replaced  expensive  rum  as  the  hard  liquor 
of  choice.  Consumption  of  alcohol  began  to  increase  and  to 
shift  from  cider  and  beer  to  whisky.  Consumption  in  the 
United  States  in  the  1 820s  rose  to  over  four  gallons  of  abso- 
lute alcohol  per  capita.  Manufacturers,  merchants  and 
employers  of  every  sort  were  expected  to  provide  a grog 
ration  to  their  employees  as  a condition  of  employment.  In 
the  US  military  in  the  1820s,  the  daily  grog  ration  was  four 
oz.  of  whisky  or  rum  before  breakfast.  The  10,000  citizens 
of  Troy,  NY  were  reported  to  have  consumed  73,959  gal- 
lons of  alcohol  in  1 829,  almost  twice  the  national  average. 
This  was  a tradition  that  I did  my  earnest  best  to  uphold 
while  I was  a student  in  Troy  at  Rensselaer  Polytechnic 
Institute  many  years  later. 

A sober  watchmaker,  trip  hammer  operator,  or 
even  a dry  goods  clerk  is  much  more  essential  than  a sober 
farmer.  Concern  about  the  debilitating  effects  of  alcohol  on 
skilled  workers,  the  growing  social  costs  of  drunkenness, 
and  a general  spirit  of  reform  and  revivalism  was  sweeping 
the  country.  This  caused  a growing  number  of  influential 


people  to  attempt  to  encourage  temperance  as  a way  of 
preventing  the  creation  of  drunkards.  These  middle  class 
manufacturers  and  merchants  began  to  form  temperance 
societies  to  influence  their  workers  toward  moderation  and 
to  lobby  for  elimination  of  the  grog  ration  in  the  work 
place.  Early  temperance  societies  were  strongly  supported 
by  most  churches,  and  usually  did  not  include  reformed 
drunkards  or  working  class  men  in  their  membership. 

The  Standard  Encyclopedia  of  the  Alcohol 
Problem  reports  that  The  Union  Temperate  Society  of 
Moreau  and  Northumberland  held  it’s  first  meeting  in 
1808,  and  that  The  Massachusetts  Society  for  the  Sup- 
pression of  Intemperance  was  formed  in  1813.  These  early 
pioneering  groups  were  followed  by  hundreds  of  temper- 
ance organizations  that  acted  independently  with  varying 
degrees  of  effectiveness.  Most  of  these  groups  promoted 
temperance  defined  as  moderation,  and  only  a few 
denounced  all  use  of  distilled  spirits.  These  comfortable 
clergy  and  businessmen,  however,  were  committed  to 
change  by  “moral  suasion”.  They  did  not  advocate  pro- 
hibition, nor  did  they  usually  discourage  the  use  of  wine, 
cider,  or  beer.  After  all,  the  middle  class  merchants  had 
become  very  comfortable  with  their  glass  of  wine  with 
dinner,  and  almost  every  church  in  America  used  wine  at 
communion. 

The  American  Temperance  Society  was  formed  at 
a convention  in  Saratoga,  NY  in  1826,  and  the  New  York 
State  Temperance  Society  was  established  in  1829.  These 
organizations  began  an  aggressive  campaign  to  form  local 
temperance  societies  that  resulted  in  over  1 ,000  temperance 
organizations  with  a total  membership  of  over  40,000  men 
being  established  before  the  end  of  the  decade.  Most  of 
these  societies  were  firmly  committed  to  the  use  of  reason 
and  example  to  promote  their  cause,  and  sponsored  pledges 
that  used  wording  that  allowed  the  use  of  alcohol  for 
medicinal  or  religious  purposes.  “Medicinal”  in  this  case 
was  usually  fairly  loosely  defined  to  allow  the  use  of  cider 
and  beer  in  moderation,  and  any  alcohol  on  advice  of  a 
physician.  Only  a few  temperance  organizations  subscribed 
to  a total  abstinence  pledge  that  prohibited  all  use  of  all 
intoxicating  beverages. 

The  opening  of  the  Erie  Canal  made  it  possible  to 
ship  grain  to  the  east  at  a profit  instead  of  shipping  whis- 
key. This  helped  reduce  the  amount  of  cheap  whiskey  that 
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was  available.  Under  the  influence  of  reason  and  example, 
great  progress  was  made  in  reducing  the  amount  of  spirits 
that  were  consumed.  The  liquor  trade  was  significantly 
affected,  and  the  number  of  distilleries  in  New  York 
decreased  from  1,149  in  1829  to  337  in  1835. 

The  seeds  of  change  were  already  sown,  however. 
Gentlemen  of  means  and  education  in  every  part  of  the 
nation  became  caught  up  in  a conviction  that  they  not  only 
could  change  their  society  for  the  better,  but  also  that  they 
had  a strong  moral  obligation  to  do  so.  The  franchised 
citizens  of  America  were  extremely  proud  of  their  progress 
as  a nation.  The  religious  revivals  led  by  Charles  Finney 
and  others  added  to  an  idealistic  vision  of  social  perfection 
through  God  and  the  church.  Nationalistic  pride,  economic 
pressures,  and  the  growing  religious  fervor  together  fueled 
much  of  the  reform  energy  of  the  time,  including  the  tem- 
perance movement.  These  earnest  men  made  much  pro- 
gress with  moral  suasion,  but  were  not  satisfied  with  the 
speed  of  change.  They  also  began  to  see  that  the  loopholes 
of  allowing  moderate  drinking  and  the  use  of  wine,  cider 
and  beer  seemed  to  be  leading  many  down  the  path  to 
drunkenness  and  despair.  Moderation  and  moral  suasion 
was  enough  for  some,  but  many  more  needed  a more  drastic 
approach.  Pressure  began  to  build  for  total  abstinence 
pledges  that  denounced  all  use  of  alcohol  in  all  its  forms. 

Some  temperance  societies  switched  over  to  the 
total  abstinence  pledge,  and  some  allowed  the  use  of  both 
pledges.  No  one  knows  for  sure  the  origin  of  the  term 
“teetotaler”,  but  Cherrington  credits  it  to  the  Hector,  NY 
temperance  society  which  began  to  annotate  it’s  member- 
ship rolls  in  1827  with  the  letters  “OP”  for  members  who 
kept  the  old  pledge,  and  the  letter  “T”  for  members  pled- 
ging total  abstinence.  Most  of  the  major  societies  stayed 
with  the  old  pledge  and  with  the  strategy  of  moral  suasion 
until  pressure  from  members  caused  the  New  York  State 
Temperance  Society  to  formally  adopt  the  total  abstinence 
pledge  at  a special  meeting  in  August  1835.  This  action 
was  followed  by  the  reorganization  of  the  American  Tem- 
perance Society  into  the  American  Temperance  Union  at 
their  convention  at  Saratoga  Springs  in  1835  and  the 
adoption  of  a total  abstinence  pledge  by  the  ATU  a year 
later. 

The  numismatic  implications  of  this  change  of 
direction  is  that  medals  with  pledges  that  denounce  all  use 
of  alcohol  will  usually  have  been  made  later  than  medals 
with  pledges  exempting  medicinal  and  religious  uses  of 
alcohol.  Most  of  the  total  abstinence  pledges  became  cur- 
rent after  1835,  although  exceptions  to  this  rule  of  thumb 
exist.  There  can  be  no  doubt,  however,  that  the  medal 
inscriptions  began  to  get  stronger  and  more  strident  after 
the  move  toward  the  total  abstinence  pledges  took  hold. 

The  medals  of  this  period  made  powerful  state- 
ments that  reflected  the  temper  of  the  times,  and  my  inter- 


est in  temperance  medals  began  with  the  purchase  of  a 
small,  25  mm  brass  medallet  with  the  "Man  at  the  Well" 
obverse  and  a reverse  reading  “Pledged  to  use  no 
intoxicating  drink  as  a beverage,  Temperance  leads  to 
health  wealth  happiness  and  long  life,  A.W.R.”  . 1 was 

intrigued  by  the  A.W.R.  part  of  the  reverse  inscription,  the 
speculations  of  some  dealers  that  these  were  the  diesinker’s 
initials  did  not  seem  correct  to  me.  Diesinker  signatures 
are  usually  on  the  obverse,  and  the  size  of  the  lettering 
made  them  seem  to  be  part  of  the  inscription.  The  idea 
occurred  to  me  that  A.W.R.  might  be  the  initials  of  the 
person  who  had  the  medals  made,  and  I began  to  wonder 
who  he  or  she  may  have  been  and  why  the  medals  were 
struck. 

I began  a literature  search  to  try  to  find  a temper- 
ance leader  who  had  the  initials  A.W.R.  The  University  of 
Rochester  Library  had  a copy  of  the  six  volume  Standard 
Encyclopedia  of  the  Alcohol  Problem,  and  there  I was 
introduced  to  General  Ashbel  Wells  Riley,  who  was  a 
temperance  agent  and  lecturer  and  one  of  the  founding 
fathers  of  Rochester,  NY.  We  were  living  in  a suburb  of 
Rochester  at  the  time,  and  I was  immediately  hooked.  Not 
only  was  Riley  the  only  entry  with  the  A.W.R.  initials,  but 
there  was  also  a strong  local  connection.  To  my  delight,  the 
short  biography  in  the  encyclopedia  included  the  words. 
’’Riley  was  among  the  first  of  the  total-abstinence  workers 
to  use  the  pledge  systematically;  and  the  mother  of  Frances 
E.  Willard  was  among  those  who  early  signed  the  pledge  as 
presented  by  him  at  a meeting  at  Churchville,  near 
Rochester.  He  had  a medal  struck  commemorating  the 
pledge  as  given  to  drinking  men;  and  more  than  6,000  of 
these  medals  were  distributed,  each  picturing  the  old 
oaken  bucket , and  properly  inscribed.”  (emphasis  mine) 

The  search  was  on!  The  task  now  was  to  find  the 
smoking  gun  that  positively  identified  the  medal  in  my 
collection  as  being  the  one  distributed  by  Riley.  More 
importantly,  why  were  these  medals  made,  when  were  they 
made,  who  made  them  and  how  did  Riley  use  them? 

These  medals  were  listed  in  Bushnell  as  number  9 
in  the  temperance  section,  so  they  were  in  existence  in 
1858.  Purchase  of  more  of  the  medals  also  led  to  the  dis- 
covery that  there  were  several  varieties  of  both  the  obverse 
and  reverse  dies,  which  added  more  interest  to  the  study. 

Ashbel  Wells  Riley  was  bom  in  Glastonbury, 
Connecticut,  in  1795  and  moved  to  the  Rochester,  New 
York,  vicinity  in  1816,  when  there  were  only  about  300 
residents  in  the  settlement.  Riley  was  trained  as  a car- 
penter, and  started  a successful  contracting  and  lumber 
business.  He  made  a wise  investment  in  1827  when  he 
bought  240  acres  on  the  east  side  of  the  Genesee  River  in 
what  is  now  the  heart  of  downtown  Rochester.  Real  Estate 
trading  and  management  was  a major  part  of  his  business 
throughout  his  life. 
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General  Ashbel  Wells  Riley 
Photo  of  oil  painting  in  the  collection  of  the 
Rochester  Historical  Society 


Ashbel  Riley  has  been  described 
as  the  prototypical  progressive  man  of  the 
time,  and  he  was  active  in  almost  every 
reform  movement  that  swept  through  the 
upstate  New  York  “Burned  Over  District” 
in  the  mid  1800s.  His  interests  included 
the  abolition  of  slavery,  the  Sunday 
School  movement,  penal  reform,  strict 
observance  of  the  Sabbath,  care  for  the 
mentally  ill,  distribution  of  the  Bible,  and 
the  anti-Masonic  movement.  He  invested 
$20,000  in  a canal  boat  company  that 
operated  on  the  Erie  Canal.  The  unique 
thing  about  this  company  was  that  the 
boats  stopped  wherever  they  happened  to 
be  on  Saturday  night,  and  did  not  move 
until  the  Sabbath  was  over.  The  company 
soon  went  under,  as  most  freight  shippers 
and  travelers  were  not  as  fanatical  about 
observing  the  Sabbath  as  Riley  was. 

Riley  was  also  active  in  local 
government.  He  was  chosen  as  one  of  the 
first  five  trustees  of  the  village  when  it 
was  formed,  and  became  one  of  the  city’s 
first  aldermen  in  1 834.  He  enlisted  in  the 
Penfield  Rifles  in  1818,  and  moved 
quickly  through  the  ranks  to  become  a 
Major  General  in  command  of  the  3rd 
Division,  NY  Militia  in  1838.  During  his 
assignment  as  a member  of  the  Board  of 
Health  in  1832,  a cholera  epidemic  broke 
out  in  Rochester.  General  Riley  was 
fearless  in  caring  for  the  victims  and 
attempting  to  control  the  spread  of  the 
disease  while  many  others  fled  the  city. 

Out  of  116  deaths,  Riley  almost  single 
handedly  placed  80  of  the  bodies  in  their 
coffins,  including  1 1 in  one  day. 

General  Riley’s  greatest  passion,  however,  was  the 
temperance  movement,  and  he  was  active  in  Rochester  area 
societies  from  around  1826  on.  He  was  one  of  the  early 
proponents  of  total  abstinence,  and  took  a temperance  stand 
in  all  of  the  militia  organizations  that  he  commanded.  He 
induced  two  other  aldermen  in  1836  to  join  him  in  refusing 
to  grant  licenses  for  the  sale  of  liquor  in  the  city.  He  began 
lecturing  for  the  temperance  cause  in  1838,  and  from  that 
day  forward  devoted  most  of  his  time  to  the  abolition  of 
rum  selling  and  drunkenness. 

Unfortunately,  one  thing  that  the  general  was  not 
was  a good  businessman.  His  lumber  business  failed  in  the 
hard  times  of  1837,  as  had  an  earlier  business  in  1819,  and 
the  canal  boat  scheme  in  1835,  and  he  was  in  and  out  of 
debt  for  the  rest  of  his  life.  His  son,  George  S.  Riley,  man- 
aged most  of  the  family  real  estate  dealings  while  Ashbel 


was  on  the  temperance  lecture  circuit.  George  seemed  to 
have  inherited  his  father’s  talent  for  courting  financial 
disaster,  and  was  also  constantly  in  and  out  of  debt. 

George,  however,  also  seems  to  have  been  the 
quintessential  pack  rat.  He  apparently  kept  every  piece  of 
paper  that  crossed  his  desk,  and  literally  hundreds  of  pieces 
of  family  correspondence  have  been  preserved  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  Rochester,  the  University  of  Michigan  and  in 
private  collections  to  give  us  a good  insight  into  General 
Riley’s  career  as  a temperance  lecturer  and  agent. 

A letter  from  John  Marsh  of  the  American  Tem- 
perance Union  dated  February  1,  1839,  in  the  Clements 
Library  collection  read  in  part  “We  shall  be  greatly  obliged 
to  you  for  acting  as  an  agent  for  us  in  your  county,  if  the  30 
per  cent  commission  will  at  all  remunerate  you.  ...  I am 
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sure  1000  subscribers  might  be  obtained  in  your  county,  tho 
1 am  aware  the  state  paper  printed  at  Albany  circulates 
widely.  But  ours  will  more  interest  the  reading  and  think- 
ing community,  on  account  of  its  general  information.  Let 
us  press  forward  and  we  shall  assuredly  triumph.” 

This  letter  hints  at  both  the  opportunity  and  the 
challenge  ahead  of  most  of  the  temperance  workers  of  the 
day.  General  Riley  has  been  recruited  as  a county  agent  for 
the  American  Temperance  Union,  but  the  only  financial 
help  offered  was  a small  commission  on  the  sale  of  sub- 
scriptions to  the  American  Temperance  Journal.  The  letter 
also  points  out  that  there  was  plenty  of  competition  in  the 
temperance  literature  field.  Riley  also  became  an  officer 
and  agent  of  the  New  York  State  Temperance  Society  on 
the  same  terms.  A single  subscription  to  the  N Y S T S 
Temperance  Recorder  sold  for  fifty  cents  per  year. 
Temperance  almanacs  sold  for  less.  The  Temperance 
Recorder.  V IV,  N 1,  March  1835  reported  regarding  the 
1836  Temperance  Almanac,  “...They  have  resolved  to  fur- 
nish it  at  the  unusually  low  price  of  $12  Vi  per  1000  copies. 
Should  wholesale  dealers  sell  at  $15,  it  will  yield  them  20 
percent  and  at  3 cts.  single,  100  percent  to  the  retailer.” 
The  Report  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  American 
Temperance  Union  for  1840  outlines  the  accomplishments 
of  the  New  York  State  Temperance  Society  in  the  prior  year 
and  states,  “The  Society’s  agents  have  sold  more  than 
11,000  Temperance  Almanacs,  obtained  about  900  sub- 
scribers to  the  Temper-  ance  Recorder...”.  If  Riley  had 
sold  all  of  these  himself  his  annual  gross  profit  would  have 
only  been  $300  - not  enough  to  support  his  family  of  six, 
much  less  pay  his  traveling  expenses. 

Temperance  workers  in  the  mid  1800s  fell  into 
one  or  more  of  four  different  categories.  There  were  a few, 
like  Edward  C.  Delevan,  who  were  independently  wealthy 
and  required  no  additional  income. 

Another  small  group,  including  John  B.  Gough 
and  John  Hawkins,  were  eloquent  orators  who  could 
command  a decent  admission  fee  for  their  lectures,  and 
were  able  to  support  themselves  on  the  admission  receipts 
or  fees  from  the  host  organization.  Ashbel  Riley  was 
definitely  not  in  this  category.  Bungay  reports,  “General 
Riley’s  speeches  were  strings  of  beads,  coral,  common 
glass,  and  gold,  with  here  and  there  a rare  jewel,  and  even 
diamonds  in  the  rough.  The  thread  of  his  discourse  shone 
and  sparkled  with  wit,  humor,  sarcasm,  pathos,  and  elo- 
quence when  he  shook  the  brilliant  rosary  before  an 
audience.  His  hearers  laughed  and  cried  alternately. 
Sometimes  they  were  ready  to  shout  his  praises,  at  other 
times  to  pelt  him  with  showers  of  unmerchantable  eggs. 
Without  trying  to  think  in  a direct  line,  or  caring  to  speak 
logically,  his  lectures  as  a whole  were  arguments.  He 
would  leap  over  the  laws  of  rhetoric,  in  his  eager  earnest- 
ness, as  a blooded  steed  would  a five-barred  gate  to  get  into 
good  clover  or  good  company.”  Riley  spoke  with  passion 


and  conviction,  but  without  polish.  He  was  one  of  the 
earliest  temperance  activists  to  aim  at  redeeming  drunks 
and  causing  rum  sellers  to  find  other  work.  His  target 
audience  was  the  common  man,  not  the  elite  of  the  day. 

One  of  Riley’s  handbills  is  quoted  as  proclaiming, 
“One  thousand  able-bodied  men  wanted!  to  hear  an  address 
in  behalf  of  drunkard’s  wives  and  children,  by  General 
Riley,  of  Rochester.  N.  Y.,  late  one  of  the  vice-presidents  of 
the  New  York  state  temperance  society.  He  will  pay  whole- 
sale dealers  and  owners  of  distilleries  and  breweries  that 
are  now  in  operation,  25  cents  an  hour;  retailers  of  liquors 
18  V*  cents  per  hour,  and  other  able-bodied  men  12  Vi  cents 
per  hour,  if  they  are  not  satisfied  at  the  close  of  the  meet- 
ing.” No  mention  of  an  admission  charge  here! 

The  third  group  consisted  of  the  paid  agents  and 
other  employees  of  the  larger  temperance  societies.  This 
was  also  a very  small  group  because  the  societies  were 


AN  ODD  FELLOW. 

Gen.  Riley,  at  a late  sailor  temperance  meeting 
gave  an  account,  much  to  the  amusement  of  the 
sailors,  of  a shoemaker  who  took  it  into  his  head 
at  a certain  hour  every  day,  to  leave  his  bench, 
run  down  to  the  wharf,  and  throw  a sixpence 
into  the  dock.  At  first  it  was  thought  it  must  be 
some  counterfeit  sixpence  which  he  was  ready 
aud  willing  to  throw  away.  But  when  he  was 
seen  coming  regularly  every  day,  it  began  to  at- 
tract attention.  What  could  be  the  meaning  of  it  ? 
Here  he  would  come,  day  by  day,  often  with  no 
hat  on,  and  toss  in  his  sixpence.  The  sailors 
would  gather  round  him  and  say,  you  fool,  what 
do  you  throw  away  your  sixpences  for  ? They 
were  for  diving  after  them,  but  the  water  was 
deep  and  muddy,  and  so  small  a piece  could  not 
be  found.  At  the  end  of  the  year,  for  he  kept  it 
up  steady,  there  lay  in  the  dock  twenty-two  dol- 
lars in  sixpences,  doing  nobody  any  good.  The 
shoemaker  worked  hard  at  his  trade,  but  threw 
away  his  sixpences.  True,  it  did  him  no  great 
harm,  but  it  was  avery  odd  freak.  “ You  laugh,” 
said  the  General,  “ but  I can  tell  you  of  a sailor 
that  does  not  come  off  half  so  well  as  the  shoe- 
maker- He  goes  to  the  same  dock  and  instead 
of  throwing  his  sixpence  into  the  water,  he 
throws  it  into  the  till  of  a rumseller,  and  then 
carries  away  with  him  his  glass  of  grog,  which 
makes  a fool  of  him,  gets  him  into  fights  and 
quarrels,  throws  him  into  the  Tombs,  and  finally 
strips  poor  Jack  of  everything  he  has.” 

There  has  been  more  in  our  reformation  as  a 
mere  money  saving  concern,  than  some  men’s 
philosophy  ever  dreamed  of.  An  amount  not 
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easily  computed,  which  twenty  years  ago  was 
thrown  by  the  shoemakers,  the  hatters,  the  tailors, 
the  smiths,  the  operatives  in  all  the  manufactur- 
ing villages  into  the  dock,  now  goes  into  the 
business,  or  into  the  little  homestead,  or  for  the 
clothing  and  education  of  children,  or  to  the  house 
and  worship  of  God,  or  to  the  benevolent  opera- 
tions of  the  day.  Society  is  becoming  regene- 
rated in  all  its  departments,  and  few  men  suspect 
the  cause.  Many  a wealthy  man  who  drinks 
bis  wine  and  sneers  at  temperance,  is  in  the 
midst  of  a thriving,  temperate  population,  which 
without  the  temperance  reform,  would  have  been 
so  corrupt,  and  idle,  and  ruinous,  that  he  would 
scarce  have  been  willing  or  able,  to  have  his 
abode  with  them.  The  contrast  between  our 
Lowells  and  Lawrences,  the  manufacturing  villa- 
ges of  Rhode  Island  and  Connecticut,  and  also 
our  thriving  Patterson  and  Pittsburg,  with  the 
Birmingham,  and  Manchester,  and  Glasgow  of 
Britain,  where  the  operatives  as  a body,  are  a 
most  loathsome  mass  of  beer  bloat,  drunk  Sun- 
day, and  worthless  on  Monday,  is  one  that  we 
may  well  be  proud  of,  and  that  secures  us  inde- 
pendence of  all  tariffs  and  all  difference  in  the 
price  of  labor  in  the  two  hemispheres.  Were 
it  not  for  the  continuance  of  the  rum-trade,  we 
should  know  nothing  of  poverty  in  America. 
Three-fourths  of  the  tenants  of  the  almshouses, 
have  thrown  their  sixpences  into  the  dock  ; or 
worse,  into  the  rumseller’s  till. 

When  shall  we  see  that  till  closed  by  law  ! If 
men  wish  to  be  odd  fellows,  and  throw  their 
money  into  the  dock,  let  them  do  60 ; but  let  not 
men  be  suffered  to  send  back  into  the  families  of 
the  innocent,  a poison  which  destroys  them  for 
time  and  eternity. 


A report  on  a Riley  temperance  speech  as 
reported  in  the  Journal  of  the  American 
Temperance  Union , 1 April,  1848 

perpetually  broke.  Founded  on  the  principles  of  moral 
suasion  and  voluntary  action,  no  formal  relationship  was 
ever  set  up  between  the  local  societies  and  the  state  or 
national  societies  that  had  organized  them.  The  local 
groups  were  asked  to  pledge  support  and  to  buy  and  pay  for 
printed  materials.  In  reality,  this  did  not  work.  The  Tem- 
perance Recorder  in  a Special  Report  of  the  Semi-Annual 
Meeting  in  Rochester  August  14-15,  1839  lamented,  ”Of 
the  $2,510  pledged  to  the  funds  of  the  society  at  our  last 
anniversary,  not  $600  have  yet  been  paid.”  The  Temper- 
ance Recorder.  V XI,  N 1,  March  1842  included  a Trea- 
surer’s report  that  listed  only  two  paid  agents,  J.  P.  Coffin 
and  G.  V.  N.  Relyea,  while  noting  many  pledges  that  had 
been  secured  by  volunteer  agents  including  General  Riley. 
Dr.  Jewett,  himself  a paid  agent  of  the  Massachusetts  and 


Rhode  Island  temperance  societies,  argued  forcefully  that 
the  lack  of  a firm  connection  between  the  parent  and  child 
societies  coupled  with  totally  voluntary  support  for  the  state 
and  national  societies  by  the  local  groups  severely  ham- 
pered the  work  of  the  major  temperance  organizations  and 
caused  them  to  be  much  less  effective  than  they  should 
have  been.  Jewett  is  probably  correct  in  his  assessment,  but 
whether  he  was  or  not,  one  certain  result  was  that  there 
were  very  few  paid  agents,  and  these  sometimes  went  long 
periods  without  being  paid. 

General  Riley  belonged  to  the  fourth  and  by  far  the 
largest  group.  These  were  men  who  volunteered  their  time, 
but  also  had  to  find  a means  to  support  their  work  that  was 
much  more  remunerative  than  selling  subscriptions.  Ash- 
bel  Riley’s  solution  to  this  problem  was  to  sell  medals,  both 
to  individuals  and  in  bulk  to  other  temperance  agents  and 
organizations. 

The  idea  of  selling  medals  to  support  a temperance 
crusade  did  not  start  with  Ashbel  Riley,  although  he  almost 
certainly  was  one  of  the  first  to  use  this  fund  raising  tech- 
nique in  the  US.  Father  Mathew  was  selling  medals  in  Ire- 
land before  Riley  became  a temperance  agent,  and  Paul 
Townend  relates  that  Father  Mathew’s  secretary  had 
borrowed  the  idea  from  John  Hockings,  a famous  British 
temperance  orator. 

The  economics  of  medal  sales  was  much  more 
favorable  than  commissions  on  literature.  Rulau  reports 
that  a descendant  of  owners  of  the  H.  M.  & E.  I.  Richards 
Co.  of  Attleborough,  MA  established  the  cost  to  the  mer- 
chant of  Hard  Times  tokens  made  in  the  same  period  at  60 
to  75  cents  per  hundred.  The  25mm  brass  medals  are 
smaller  and  lighter  than  the  large  cent  size  Hard  Times  tok- 
ens, so  I am  estimating  that  they  cost  Riley  about  55  to  65 
cents  per  hundred,  plus  the  cost  of  making  the  dies.  The 
surviving  family  correspondence  established  that  Riley  sold 
these  medals  in  a wholesale  lot  to  another  temperance 
worker  for  6.25  cent  each.  If  this  wholesale  price  is  half  of 
the  normal  retail  price,  then  we  must  assume  that  Riley  was 
selling  these  medals  at  around  10  to  15  cents  each.  This 
profit  margin  is  certainly  large  enough  to  generate  signifi- 
cant net  income.  The  medals  are  also  relatively  small  and 
easy  to  transport,  which  makes  them  ideal  for  an  itinerate 
lecturer. 

Riley  also  sold  larger  white  metal  or  ‘‘tin”  medals, 
which  will  be  discussed  later  in  this  paper.  The  cost  and 
selling  price  on  these  medals  is  less  well  understood,  but 
must  have  also  netted  significant  revenue  to  the  general. 

The  first  mention  of  medals  in  the  Riley  corre- 
spondence is  in  a letter  from  J.  A.  Hammond  to  George  S. 
Riley  dated  March  8,  1841,  that  included,  “Your  father 
reached  home  last  Thursday  had  great  luck  with  his  coin  - 
cleared  from  all  expenses  40  dol  - he  sold  7 dol  the  first 
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day  after  he  got  home.”  The  tone  of  this  letter  seems  to 
imply  that  the  medals  were  a fairly  new  item,  and  that  the 
medal  sales  were  a significant  event. 

A more  important  letter  to  George  is  dated  one  day 
later  on  March  9th.  This  letter  from  T.  B.  Segur,  of  Dover, 
New  Jersey  states,  “Our  temperance  committee  had  some 
objections  to  the  medals  got  up  by  your  father.  Tho  I think 
the  main  one  of  all  was  his  initials,  (emphasis  mine)  I 
wrote  the  state  exe.  com.  & they  agreed  on  a medal  for  the 
state  - efforts  are  making  to  have  every  Sunday  School 
furnish  in  this  county  & as  many  as  approve  of  the  same 
throughout  the  state  to  all  under  16  years  of  age.  Therefore 
you  may  dispose  of  the  medals  to  which  you  refer  & any 
remuneration  on  my  part  that  your  father  may  suggest  shall 
be  made.” 

Now  we  have  a primary  source  description  of  a 


feature  on  the  reverse,  “his  initials”,  to  augment  the  “old 
oaken  bucket”  description  of  the  obverse  in  the  encyclo- 
pedia. This  made  me  much  more  comfortable  with  my  ten- 
tative identification  of  the  medal  in  my  collection  as  the 
medal  distributed  by  Riley.  Segur’s  letter  also  confirms  the 
fact  that  Riley  was  selling  medals  in  wholesale  lots  in  early 
1841. 

The  obverse  of  these  medals  is  somewhat  confus- 
ing to  modem  collectors.  The  main  device  shows  a form  of 
well  that  is  not  now  familiar  to  us,  although  it  was  fairly 
common  in  rural  areas  at  the  time.  It  is  of  wooden  con- 
struction, and  uses  a long  pole  or  lever  mechanism  for  lift- 
ing the  bucket  rather  than  the  familiar  rope  wound  around 
a shaft.  The  words  of  the  poem  also  refer  to  the  bucket 
being  “poised  on  the  curb”,  the  meaning  of  which  is  not 
intuitively  clear.  The  Genesee  Country  Museum  in  Mum- 
ford,  NY  has  acquired  and  restored  an  extensive  collection 
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of  19th  century  buildings  and  artifacts  from  upstate  NY. 
One  of  these  shallow  wells  is  part  of  this  collection  and  is 
displayed  in  the  yard  of  one  of  the  main  buildings.  As  can 
be  seen  in  figures  la  and  lb,  the  bucket  is  attached  to  a 
long  pole  by  a short  chain  or  rope.  In  this  case,  the  bucket 
had  a hinged  bottom  so  that  it  could  be  forced  into  the 
water  more  easily.  Raising  the  lever  arm  pushed  the  bucket 
down  into  the  water,  and  pushing  the  lever  down  raised  it 
to  the  surface.  There  is  a broad  area,  or  “curb”  around  the 
mouth  of  the  well  to  lower  the  bucket  to  once  it  has  been 
filled. 

THE  BRASS  MEDALS 

The  small  brass  medals  are  all  roughly  25  mm  in 
diameter,  are  usually  holed  for  suspension,  and  were  ori- 
ginally gilded.  The  listing  of  all  of  the  gilt  brass  medal  die 
varieties  that  have  a “man  at  the  well”  obverse  includes 
some  medals  that  cannot  be  attributed  to  Riley.  However, 
most  of  the  medal  designs  were  at  least  intluenced  by  the 


Fig.  la 


large  output  of  medals  that  the  general  distributed  in  his 
long  career.  The  die  varieties  known  to  me  are  shown  in 
Table  1 below: 

Table  1 - Old  Oaken  Bucket.  Man  at  the  Well  25  mm 
Gilt  Brass  Medal  Die  Descriptions: 

Obverse:  All  have  man  standing  at  a well  facing  right  with 
bucket  in  his  hands.  How  Sweet  From  The  Green  Mossy 
Brim  To  Receive  It/  As  Poised  On  The  Curb/  It/  Inclined 
to  Mv  Lips  unless  noted  otherwise. 
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Fig.  1b 


Bale  and  Smith  dies: 


OBI.  (Fig.  2)  Five  boards  on  well.  B on  bottom  board 
of  left  side.  Dots  on  either  side  of  “Inclined  to  my 
lips”. 


OB2.  (Fig.  3)  Five  boards  on  well.  B on  bottom  board 
of  right  side.  Dots  cm  either  side  of  “Inclined  to  my 
lips”. 
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Unmarked  dies: 


ONI.  (Fig.  4)  Five  boards  on  well.  No  initial.  Spout 
diagonal  down  to  right.  Small  dots  on  either  side  of 
“Inclined  to  my  lips”. 


OH2.  (Fig.  7)  Five  boards  on  well.  H on  bottom  board 
of  left  side.  Spout  diagonal  down  to  right.  Diamonds 
on  either  side  of  “inclined  to  my  lips”. 


ON2.  (Fig.  5)  Six  boards  on  well.  No  initial.  Spout 
diagonal  down  to  right.  Stars  on  either  side  of 
“Inclined  to  my  lips”. 

H signed  dies: 


OH1.  (Fig  6)  Five  boards  on  well.  H on  bottom  board 
of  left  side.  Spout  diagonal  down  to  right.  Reclining 
hearts  on  either  side  of  “inclined  to  my  lips”. 


OH3.  (Fig.  8)  Seven  boards  on  well.  H on  bottom  board 
of  left  side.  Spout  diagonal  down  to  right.  Stars  on 
either  side  of  “inclined  to  my  lips”. 

Thomas  dies: 


OT1.  (Fig.  9)  Four  boards  on  well.  Man  facing  left. 
IFT  on  bottom  board.  No  spout.  Dots  on  either  side  of 
“Inclined  to  my  lips”. 
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0T2.  (Fig.  10)  Four  boards  on  well.  Man  facing  left.  T 
on  bottom  board.  No  spout.  The  Old  Oaken  Bucket/ 
That  Hangs/  in  the  Well. 


RB2  (Fig.  13).  A of  AWR  over  A of  Intoxicating.  Small 
AWR.  No  cross  bar  in  A of  A,  As,  and  AWR. 


Murdock  dies: 


OM1.  (Fig.  11)  Five  boards  on  well.  Man  facing  left. 
Murdock  at  base  of  design.  National  Christian 
Temperance  Union/  How  Sweet  From  the  Green 
Mossy/  * Brim-to  Receive.  It  * 


Reverse:  All  are  inscribed  Pledged  To  Use  No  Intoxicating 
Drink.  As  A Beverage/  Temperance/  Leads  To/  Health 
Wealth/  Happiness/  And  Long  Life/  AWR  unless  noted 
otherwise. 


RN1  (Fig.  14)  A of  AWR  over  T of  Intoxicating.  Small 
AWR 


RH1  (Fig.  15)  A of  AWR  over  A of  Intoxicating.  Large 
A.W.R. 


RBI  (Fig.  12)  St.  James  Temperance  Society  * 
Brooklyn  */In  Hoc  Signo  Vinces/  1HS  around  cross  with 
rays 
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RH2  (Fig.  16)  A of  AWR  over  I of  Intoxicating.  Large 
A.W.R. 


RH3  (Fig.  17)  A of  AWR  over  T of  Intoxicating.  Large 
A.W.R. 


RTl  (Fig.  18)  Declaration  of  the  Cold  Water  Army/ 
W si  Agree  To/Abstain  From I The  Use  Qf  AH/ 
Intoxicating/Liquors/  As  A Beverage  Wreath. 


RT2  (Fig.  19)  The  Cold  Water  Army/  * Medal  */  We 
are  Pledged/  To  Abstain/  From/  All  That  Can/ 
Intoxicate 


RT3  (Fig.  20)  Taunton  Cold  Water  Army  /* 
Celebration*/  We  Will  Never/  Touch/  or/  Take,  Drink/ 
That/  Will/  Intoxicate 


RM1  (Fig.  21)  National  Temperance/  Encampment  / 
for/  1882/  Prohibition/  in  /Indiana. 
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RM2  (Fig.  22)  With  Malice  Toward  None  & Charity 
for  All  * Francis  Murphv*/ 1.  Do/  Pledge  Mv/  Word  * 
Honor,  / “God  Helping  Me”/  To  Abstain  From  All/ 
Intoxicating  Liquors/  As  A Beveraee7&  That  I Will 
By  All/  Honorable  Means/  Encourage/  Others  To 
Abstain. 

The  medals  examined  in  this  study  were  from  my 
personal  collection,  the  American  Numismatic  Society  col- 
lection, the  National  Numismatic  Collection  at  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution,  the  Prohibition  Party  collection,  and 
another  private  collection.  I checked  the  American  Numis- 
matic Association  Museum.  However  their  collection  con- 
tained only  one  medal  described  as  a temperance  medal, 
and  that  piece  is  probably  a whist  counter.  Some  varieties 
of  these  medals  have  shown  up  fairly  often  on  eBay  over 
the  last  several  months.  Where  the  photos  were  good 
enough  for  the  dies  to  be  accurately  identified,  these  medals 
were  recorded  to  give  a more  complete  picture  of  the  distri- 
bution of  die  combinations.  In  all,  155  medals  are  included 
in  the  metrology  at  Table  2. 

The  dies  cut  by  Bale  and  Smith,  with  the  exception 
of  RBI,  were  the  first  dies  used  in  making  gilt  brass  medals 
for  General  Riley.  A letter  to  George  from  Ashbel  Riley  in 
Rochester  dated  September  25th,  1841,  reads  in  part,  “I  am 
most  out  of  medals  and  want  some  more  1 am  going  to 
enclose  to  you  40  dollars  and  you  must  send  enough  to 
some  person  in  N York  who  will  see  and  get  them  made  .... 
and  have  the  person  hurry  Bale  and  Smith  to  make  them  as 
soon  as  possible  for  I am  wating  (sic)  for  them  you  may 
also  order  one  thousand  more  made  and  as  soon  as  I can  I 
will  send  the  money.” 

OB1/RB2  and  OB2/RB2  are  the  Riley  die  combin- 
ations from  Bale  and  Smith.  The  metrology  data  in  Table  2. 
below  shows  that  Bale  and  Smith  did  not  keep  tight  control 
of  either  the  weight  or  the  diameter  of  the  planchets  that 
were  used  in  these  strikings.  We  also  see  that  there  was 
progressive  filling  of  both  the  obverse  dies  in  the  border 
beads  and  legend,  (fig.  2a)  This  may  have  been  the  reason 
that  Bale  and  Smith  seems  to  have  been  replaced  by  a dif- 


ferent diesinker  and  medalmaking  firm  for  the  brass  medals 
sometime  in  1843. 

The  OBI /RBI  combination  is  of  special  interest 
because  it  was  obviously  struck  for  the  temperance  organi- 
zation of  a specific  church  or  group  of  churches  in  Brook- 
lyn. The  obverse  does  not  show  any  evidence  of  die  filling 
on  this  piece,  (fig  2b)  It  is  entirely  possible  that  this  church 


medal  was  the  first  use  of  the  OBI  die,  and  that  Riley 
adopted  it  for  his  medals  simply  because  it  was  available 
when  he  went  to  Bale  and  Smith  to  have  medals  made.  It  is 
also  possible  that  Bale  and  Smith  cut  the  various  sizes  of 
“Man  at  the  Well”  dies  to  be  used  as  stock  dies  for  multiple 
customers. 

There  are  two  versions  of  the  obverse  die  that  do 
not  have  any  diesinker  mark.  It  is  difficult  to  know  where 
these  fit  in  the  time  senes,  and  it  should  not  be  assumed 
that  they  were  even  done  by  the  same  firm.  ON1/RN1 
medals  show  the  same  wide  distribution  of  weight  and 
diameter  as  the  Bale  medals  and  they  have  plain  edges,  but 
they  are,  on  average,  both  heavier  and  wider  than  any  of  the 
Bale  issues.  It  may  be  that  the  ONI  obverse  was  an 
unsigned  Bale  and  Smith  die,  but  there  is  no  real  evidence 
to  indicate  whom  the  maker  was. 

A letter  in  the  Clements  Library  collection  to  A. 
W.  Riley  from  Scovills  & Co.  dated  April  20,  1849,  reads, 
“Your  favor  of  the  14th  inst.  was  duly  reed  & the  medals 
forwarded  to  you  at  Buffalo  by  express  It  would  afford  us 
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about  a shipment  of  medals 
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pleasure  to  accommodate  you  as  to  the  credit  you  mention 
You  will  please  order  whatever  quantity  you  may  require  & 
they  will  be  forwarded  with  the  least  possible  delay.”  This 
letter  establishes  the  fact  that  at  least  two  different  firms 
were  used  in  producing  the  medals.  The  ON2/RH3  medals 
have  reeded  edges  and  are  tightly  controlled  in  diameter 
around  the  average  of  24.55  mm.  It  is  possible  that  this 
reverse  die  was  moved  to  Scovill  in  the  late  1840s.  Since 
Scovill  would  most  likely  have  been  involved  in  making 
brass  rather  than  white  metal  medals  and  did  not  normally 
use  signed  dies,  my  guess  is  that  this  die  combination  was 
produced  by  that  firm  in  the  late  1 840s  and  early  1 850s. 

The  RN1  reverse  is  also  used  with  the  OH1/RN1 
combination.  This  combination  is  the  only  one  of  the  series 
to  be  found  with  both  plain  and  reeded  edges.  The  OHl/ 
RN 1 medal  also  was  stuck  on  planchets  that  were  very  uni- 
form in  diameter.  Almost  all  of  them  are  exactly  25  mm. 
with  only  one  out  of  19  specimens  that  varied  by  only  0.1 
mm  from  this  diameter.  The  die  combinations  of  medals 
with  die  sinker  initial  H on  the  obverse  have  a tighter  dis- 
tribution of  diameters  than  any  other  group  of  the  medals 
with  one  possible  exception.  This  indicates  that  there  was  a 
change  of  manufacturers  at  the  same  time  that  the  H initial 
began  to  be  used.  The  medals  with  the  three  OH  dies 
together  constitute  over  75%  of  the  pieces  that  can  defi- 
nitely be  attributed  to  Riley,  so  it  would  be  reasonable  to 
assume  that  more  of  this  series  was  produced  than  from  any 
other  mint,  and  that  this  series  had  the  longest  run. 

Another  letter  in  the  Clements  Library  collection 
from  Ashbel  Riley  to  his  wife  Charlotte  on  May  17,1843, 
sheds  some  light  on  where  this  series  may  have  come  from. 
It  states  in  part.  “If  George  has  not  heard  from  Attlebor- 
ough about  the  medals  from  those  men  or  if  he  has  and  they 
will  not  make  them  let  him  write  to  the  man  at  Providence 
and  see  what  he  will  make  a set  of  Dies  for  I mean  to  have 
seme  of  the  medals  I have  got  medals  enough  on  hand  to 
come  to  $150  Dollars  if  I could  get  more  of  them  before  I 
come  home  I should  be  quite  well  off'.  In  addition  to 
establish-  ing  that  Ashbel  had  major  problems  with 
punctuation  and  capitalization,  this  letter  leads  toward 
firms  in  Attleborough,  Massachusetts,  or  Providence, 
Rhode  Island,  as  the  source  of  the  H signed  medals. 

Both  Robinson,  Jones  & Co.  and  H.  M.  & E.  I. 
Richards  Co.  operated  in  Attleborough,  MA  in  the  1840s. 
A well  known  die  sinker,  Edward  Hulseman,  made  dies  for 
H.  M.  & E.  I.  Richards  & Co.  that  were  signed  with  the 
initial  H in  the  early  Hard  Times  period.  Rulau  reports  that 
Hulseman  quit  using  the  initial  on  large  cent  size  pieces 
because  of  pressure  from  the  federal  government  against 
large  cent  size  tokens  that  were  intended  to  circulate  as 
money.  Because  of  this,  Rulau  thinks  that  it  is  unlikely  that 
Hulseman  cut  these  dies.  Benj  Fauver  has  also  suggested 
that  Riley  may  have  had  the  dies  prepared  in  England  dur- 
ing his  lecture  trip  to  that  country.  Riley’s  trip  to  England 


and  other  European  countries,  however,  probably  occurred 
in  the  late  1850s,  which  is  after  these  medals  were  most 
likely  struck.  However,  we  know  that  Hulseman  was  still 
working  with  the  Richards  firm  as  late  as  1 847,  when  he  is 
credited  with  misspelling  one  of  the  dies  for  the  Hawaiian 
cent  that  was  produced  by  this  company.  The  temperance 
medals  are  smaller  than  large  cent  size,  and  were  never 
intended  to  circulate  as  tokens,  so  my  hypothesis  is  that 
Hulseman  did  prepare  the  dies  for  these  pieces  during  the 
period  1 843  to  1 849  for  striking  by  H.  M.  & E.  I.  Richards 
or  R.  & W.  Robinson.  It  would  be  an  interesting  future 
study  to  do  an  analysis  of  the  diameters  of  other  brass 
medals  and  tokens  from  Richards  and  Robinson,  Jones  to 
determine  whether  or  not  the  output  of  either  of  these  firms 
exhibits  the  same  tight  distribution  of  diameters  as  is  seen 
in  the  H signed  Riley  medals. 

Joseph  F.  Thomas,  a diesinker  working  in  Roch- 
ester, NY  in  the  1850s,  did  the  medals  with  OT  obverses. 
Rochester  city  directories  list  J.  F.  Thomas,  die  sinker,  in 
the  1853-54,  and  1855  directories,  and  Joseph  F.  Thomas, 
die  sinker  in  the  1857-58  directory.  There  is  a J.  F Thomas 
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Dewey’s  bochester 


RIFLES,  RIFLES, 

The  subscriber  is  largely  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  Rifles,  on 
■the  most  improved  principle  with  which  few  are  practically  acquaint- 
ed. Rifles,  Target  Rifles,  Repeating  Rifles,  or  Seven-Shootere ; 

Double-Bariellecf Rifles,  one  above  the  other;  and  Rifle  and  Shot 
ditto.  Telescopic  Sights  for  Rifles  made  to  order.  A large  assort- 
ment of  Double  and  Single  Guns,  Pistols,  Powder-Flasks,  Shot-Bags, 
Caps  and  Percussion  Pills,  Powder,  Lead,  dec.  Shot  Guns  Boredand 
Finished  inside,  so  as  to  improve  their  shooting.  Repairing  of  all 
kinds  done  to  order.  WM.  BILLINGHURST, 

2d  Floor,  Curtis’  Block,  Main  Street,  Rochester. 

J.  F.  THOMAS, 

DIE  SINKER,  STAMP  CUTTER 

NO.  33  tc  *4  ARCADE  EXCHANGE,  ROCHESTER, 

Continues  to  out  all  kinds  of  Dies  for  manufacturing  purposes.  En- 
velope Seals  handsomely  Engraved  and  Printed  or  Embossed  by  the 
thousand.  Notary  Public,  JPoet  Office  and  Society  Seala  ; Church 
Pew,  Hall,  Coffin, 

Wirt  Vrt'StrtWJ, 

Stencil  or  Marking  PlatM,  and  all  work  purporting  to  the  above  busi- 
ness, executed  with  fidelity  and  dispatch. 

g3f”Orders  by  mail  returned  by  Express. 

THOMAS,  HARDING*  & Co., 

MANUFACTURERS  OF 


Jmir  anil  llinit 

MACHINERY, 

Of  the  latest  improvements.  Also,  large  Tennoning  Machines  for 
Railroad  work,  Upright  Saws  and  Saw  Mandrells,  Small  Engine  anu 
band  Lathes,  «tc^  Ac. 

SELYE  BUILDINGS,  ROCHESTER,  N.  X. 

jSf  All  kinds  of  Job  Work  done  at  short  notice  and  in  thf 
workmanlike  manner. 
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who  has  been  identified  as  a diesinker  working  in  Newark, 
NJ  in  the  1840s,  but  I don’t  know  of  any  evidence  to  show 
that  he  is  the  same  man  who  later  operated  in  Rochester. 
The  initials  IFT  are  on  OT1,  and  the  single  initial  T is  on 
OT2.  White  metal  medals  with  Thomas  spelled  out  on  the 
obverse  die  are  also  part  of  the  “Man  at  the  Well”  medal 
series.  An  advertisement  for  Thomas  that  appeared  in  the 
1853-54  Rochester,  NY  city  directory  is  shown  at  Figure 
23. 

It  is  likely,  but  not  certain,  that  the  OT1RT1  com- 
bination was  also  stuck  for  Riley.  OT2/RT2  may  also  have 
been  issued  for  him,  but  OT2RT3  and  the  Murdock  signed 
medals  were  not  connected  to  Riley.  There  are  no  refer- 
ences to  Thomas  or  to  a Rochester  diesinker  in  the  family 


correspondence,  and  the  obverse  designs  are  not  the  same 
as  the  earlier  brass  medal  series.  OTI  is  similar  to  the  Tho- 
mas signed  larger  white  metal  pieces,  however,  and  the 
white  metal  medals  were  almost  certainly  struck  for  Riley 
by  Thomas  after  his  business  relationship  with  Bale  and 
Smith  broke  off  completely  in  1845. 

The  Murdock  pieces  were  made  much  later.  The 
National  Christian  Temperance  Union  was  formed  by  fol- 
lowers of  temperance  reformer  Francis  Murphy  in  Pitts- 
burgh on  February  22,  1877.  All  of  the  Murdock  medals 
probably  date  from  the  early  1 880s.  The  obverse  device  on 
these  medals,  however,  was  almost  certainly  influenced  by 
the  earlier  Riley  medals. 


Table  2 - Metrology  of  the  25  mm  gilt  brass  Man  at  the  Well  medals 
Obv  Die  Rev  Die  Edge  Weight  Diameter  Collection  Comments 


OBI 

RBI 

PI 

5.51 

Count 

1 

Percent 

0.65 

OBI 

RB2 

PI 

5.38 

24.20 

R 

OBI 

RB2 

PI 

5.27 

24.30 

R 

OBI 

RB2 

PI 

5.46 

24.40 

R 

OBI 

RB2 

PI 

5.60 

24.20 

R 

OBI 

RB2 

PI 

5.40 

24.80 

R 

OBI 

RB2 

PI 

4.83 

24.30 

R 

OBI 

RB2 

PI 

4.91 

23.70 

R 

OBI 

RB2 

PI 

5.21 

24.30 

R 

OBI 

RB2 

PI 

5.32 

23.80 

M 

OBI 

RB2 

PI 

5.57 

24.20 

M 

OBI 

RB2 

PI 

5.46 

24.40 

NNC 

OBI 

RB2 

PI 

5.28 

24.50 

NNC 

OBI 

RB2 

PI 

5.43 

24.60 

NNC 

OBI 

RB2 

PI 

5.01 

24.30 

NNC 

OBI 

RB2 

PI 

E 

OBI 

RB2 

PI 

E 

Average 

5.30 

24.29 

Std  Dev 

0.23 

0.28 

Count 

16 

Percent 

10.32 

OB2 

RB2 

PI 

5.46 

24.20 

R 

OB2 

RB2 

PI 

5.11 

24.40 

R 

OB2 

RB2 

PI 

4.24 

24.00 

R 

OB2 

RB2 

PI 

5.36 

24.10 

R 

OB2 

RB2 

PI 

4.79 

24.50 

R 

OB2 

RB2 

PI 

5.61 

24.30 

R 

OB2 

RB2 

PI 

5.48 

24.30 

ANS 

OB2 

RB2 

PI 

5.32 

24.30 

NNC 

Average 

5.17 

24.26 

Std  Dev 

0.45 

0.16 

Count 

8 

Percent 

5.16 

24.60  R no  dots  filled  obv  border 


1 dot  filled  obv  border 

2 dot  filled  obv  border 
Large  hole 

2 dot  filled  obv  border 

1 0 dot  filled  obv  border 

8 dot  filled  obv  border,  very  large  hole 

13  dots  filled  obv  border,  EN,  SS,  and  M 

partially  filled 

12  dots  filled  obv  border 


many  dots  filled  obv  border 


6 dot  filled  obv  border,  large  hole 
6 dot  filled  obv  border 

1 dot  filled  obv  border 
6 dot  filled  obv  border,  R in  Receive  filling 
12  dot  filled  obv  border,  RE  in  Receive  filling 
Not  holed 
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ONI 

RN1 

PI 

5.95 

24.50 

R 

ONI 

RN1 

PI 

6.58 

25.10 

R 

ONI 

RN1 

PI 

6.06 

24.70 

R 

ONI 

RN1 

PI 

6.20 

24.70 

R 

ONI 

RN1 

PI 

Unk 

24.60 

PP 

ONI 

RN1 

PI 

6.13 

25.00 

NNC 

ONI 

RN1 

PI 

E 

ONI 

RN1 

PI 

E 

Average 

6.18 

24.77 

Std  Dev 

0.24 

0.23 

Count 

8 

Percent 

5.16 

OH1 

RN1 

PI 

5.29 

25.00 

R 

OH1 

RN1 

PI 

5.04 

25.00 

R 

OH1 

RN1 

PI 

6.60 

25.00 

R 

OH1 

RN1 

PI 

5.06 

25.00 

R 

OH1 

RN1 

PI 

5.37 

25.00 

R 

OH1 

RN1 

PI 

5.51 

25.00 

R 

OH1 

RN1 

PI 

5.13 

25.00 

R 

OH1 

RN1 

PI 

5.33 

25.00 

R 

OH1 

RN1 

PI 

5.48 

25.00 

R 

OH1 

RN1 

PI 

5.32 

24.90 

R 

OH1 

RN1 

PI 

5.84 

25.00 

M 

OH1 

RN1 

PI 

5.67 

25.00 

ANS 

OH1 

RN1 

PI 

5.25 

25.00 

NNC 

Average 

5.45 

24.99 

Std  Dev 

0.41 

0.03 

Count 

13 

Percent 

8.39 

OH1 

RN1 

Re 

4.87 

25.00 

R 

OH1 

RN1 

Re 

4.75 

25.00 

R 

OH1 

RN1 

Re 

4.77 

25.00 

R 

OH1 

RN1 

Re 

4.96 

25.00 

M 

OH1 

RN1 

Re 

5.18 

25.00 

M 

OH1 

RN1 

Re 

5.08 

25.00 

ANS 

Average 

4.94 

25.00 

Std  Dev 

0.17 

0.00 

Count 

6 

Percent 

3.87 

OH1 

RH1 

Re 

5.06 

25.00 

R 

OH1 

RH1 

Re 

5.22 

25.00 

R 

OH1 

RH1 

Re 

4.78 

25.00 

R 

OH1 

RH1 

Re 

5.26 

25.10 

R 

OH1 

RH1 

Re 

5.02 

25.00 

R 

OH1 

RH1 

Re 

5.15 

24.90 

R 

OH1 

RH1 

Re 

4.80 

24.80 

R 

OH1 

RH1 

Re 

5.24 

25.00 

R 

OH1 

RH1 

Re 

5.30 

25.00 

NNC 

OH1 

RH1 

Re 

5.02 

25.00 

NNC 

OH1 

RH1 

Re 

4.87 

25.00 

NNC 

OH1 

RH1 

Re 

4.91 

25.00 

NNC 

OH1 

RH1 

Re 

E 

OH1 

RH1 

Re 

E 

Obv  beading  around  rim  broken  out  to  top  of 

lettering 

worn 

Obv  beading  around  rim  broken  out  to  top  of 
lettering 


TAMS  JOURNAL  125 


Average 

5.05 

24.98 

Std  Dev 

0.18 

0.07 

Count 

14 

Percent 

9.03 

OH2 

RH1 

Re 

5.05 

25.00 

R 

OH2 

RH1 

Re 

5.33 

24.90 

R 

OH2 

RH1 

Re 

4.86 

25.00 

R 

Obv  beading  around  rim  broken  out  to  top  of 
lettering 

OH2 

RH1 

Re 

5.24 

25.00 

M 

OH2 

RH1 

Re 

5.22 

25.00 

NNC 

OH2 

RH1 

Re 

5.46 

25.00 

NNC 

OH2 

RH1 

Re 

E 

OH2 

RH1 

Re 

E 

OH2 

RH1 

Re 

E 

Average 

5.19 

24.98 

Std  Dev 

0.21 

0.04 

Count 

9 

Percent 

5.81 

OH3 

RH1 

Re 

5.77 

24.90 

R 

Obv  beading  around  rim  not  struck  up  on  right 
side 

OH3 

RH1 

Re 

6.07 

25.00 

R 

Obv  beading  around  rim  not  struck  up  on  right 
side 

OH3 

RH1 

Re 

5.77 

25.00 

R 

Obv  beading  around  rim  not  struck  up  on  top 
right 

OH3 

RH1 

Re 

5.47 

25.00 

R 

OH3 

RH1 

Re 

5.34 

25.00 

R 

Obv  beading  around  rim  not  struck  up  on 
bottom  right 

OH3 

RH1 

Re 

5.27 

24.90 

R 

OH3 

RH1 

Re 

5.85 

25.00 

R 

OH3 

RH1 

Re 

5.20 

25.00 

R 

Obv  beading  around  rim  not  struck  up  on  right 
side 

OH3 

RH1 

Re 

6.13 

25.00 

R 

Obv  beading  around  rim  not  struck  up  on  right 
side 

OH3 

RH1 

Re 

5.88 

25.00 

R 

Obv  beading  around  rim  not  struck  up  on  right 
side 

OH3 

RH1 

Re 

4.85 

24.80 

R 

OH3 

RH1 

Re 

5.03 

24.90 

R 

OH3 

RH1 

Re 

5.50 

25.00 

ANS 

OH3 

RH1 

Re 

5.87 

25.00 

NNC 

Silver  plated  brass 

OH3 

RH1 

Re 

E 

OH3 

RH1 

Re 

E 

OH3 

RH1 

Re 

E 

Average 

5.57 

24.96 

Std  Dev 

0.39 

0.06 

Count 

17 

Percent 

10.97 

OH3 

RH2 

Re 

4.98 

24.70 

R 

OH3 

RH2 

Re 

5.05 

24.80 

R 

OH3 

RH2 

Re 

6.06 

24.80 

R 

OH3 

RH2 

Re 

5.01 

24.80 

R 

OH3 

RH2 

Re 

5.92 

24.60 

R 

OH3 

RH2 

Re 

6.38 

24.90 

R 

OH3 

RH2 

Re 

6.11 

24.80 

R 

OH3 

RH2 

Re 

6.28 

24.70 

R 

OH3 

RH2 

Re 

5.69 

24.80 

R 

OH3 

RH2 

Re 

7.35 

24.80 

R 

OH3 

RH2 

Re 

5.93 

24.80 

R 
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OH3 

RH2 

Re 

5.88 

24.50 

R 

OH3 

RH2 

Re 

4.76 

24.50 

R 

OH3 

RH2 

Re 

6.17 

2480 

R 

OH3 

RH2 

Re 

5.05 

24.80 

R 

OH3 

RH2 

Re 

6.62 

25.10 

R 

OH3 

RH2 

Re 

6.68 

24.80 

R 

OH3 

RH2 

Re 

5.84 

24.80 

R 

OH3 

RH2 

Re 

6.55 

24.80 

R 

OH3 

RH2 

Re 

4.87 

24.30 

R 

OH3 

RH2 

Re 

6.26 

24.50 

R 

OH3 

RH2 

Re 

4.83 

24.70 

M 

OH3 

RH2 

Re 

7.31 

24.80 

M 

OH3 

RH2 

Re 

6.04 

24.60 

M 

OH3 

RH2 

Re 

unk 

24.80 

PP 

OH3 

RH2 

Re 

6.20 

24.70 

NNC 

OH3 

RH2 

Re 

5.89 

24.80 

NNC 

OH3 

RH2 

Re 

6.23 

24.80 

NNC 

OH3 

RH2 

Re 

E 

Rim  cud  right  Obv. 

OH3 

RH2 

Re 

E 

OH3 

RH2 

Re 

E 

OH3 

RH2 

Re 

E 

OH3 

RH2 

Re 

E 

OH3 

RH2 

Re 

E 

OH3 

RH2 

Re 

E 

Average 

5.92 

24.74 

Std  Dev 

0.71 

0.15 

Count 

35 

Percent 

22.58 

OH3 

RH3 

Re 

4.02 

24.50 

R 

OH3 

RH3 

Re 

3.69 

24.50 

R 

OH3 

RH3 

Re 

3.89 

24.50 

R 

OH3 

RH3 

Re 

4.05 

24.55 

R 

OH3 

RH3 

Re 

3.82 

24.40 

M 

OH3 

RH3 

Re 

E 

OH3 

RH3 

Re 

E 

Average 

3.89 

24.49 

Std  Dev 

0.15 

0.05 

Count 

7 

Percent 

4.52 

ON2 

RH3 

Re 

4.05 

24.50 

R 

Obv  rim  cud  1/2  of  PS  in  lips  & top  of  T F of 
Sweet  From 

ON2 

RH3 

Re 

6.15 

24.60 

R 

Obv  rim  cuds  starting 

ON2 

RH3 

Re 

6.21 

24.50 

ANS 

Obv  rim  cud  into  S of  Lips 

ON2 

RH3 

Re 

6.22 

24.60 

ANS 

Obv  rim  cud  just  starting 

ON2 

RH3 

Re 

4.06 

24.50 

NNC 

ON2 

RH3 

Re 

6.20 

24.60 

NNC 

Average 

5.48 

24.55 

Std  Dev 

1.10 

0.05 

Count 

6 

Percent 

3.87 

OT 1 

RT1 

PI 

4.62 

24.10 

R 

OT1 

RT1 

PI 

4.36 

23.90 

R 

OT1 

RT1 

PI 

4.49 

23.80 

R 

OT1 

RT1 

PI 

4.56 

24.00 

R 

OT1 

RT1 

PI 

4.50 

23.80 

R 

OT1 

RT1 

PI 

4.47 

23.80 

R 
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OT1  RT1 

PI 

4.72 

23.90 

M 

Table  2 above  shows  the  count  for  each  die  com- 

OT1 RT1 

PI 

Unk 

23.90 

PP 

bination  and  the  percentage  of  the  total  for  that  combina- 

OT1 RT1 

PI 

4.39 

24.10 

NNC 

tion.  Although  155  pieces  is  a small  sample  of  the  many 

Average 

4.51 

23.92 

thousands  of  these  pieces  that  were  struck,  it  is  at  least  a 

Std  Dev 

0.12 

0.12 

starting  point  for  establishing  relative  rarity  of  the  various 

Count 

9 

die  combinations.  None  of  these  medals  can  be  considered 

Percent 

5.81 

common  considering  that  there  were  probably  less  than 
500,000  struck  in  total.  Based  on  the  percentages,  1 have 

OT2  RT2 

PI 

5.26 

24.80 

R 

arbitrarily  assigned  rarities  for  the  brass  medals  as  follows: 

OT2  RT2 

PI 

Unk 

23.70 

PP 

Average 

5.26 

24.25 

>20%  Scarce 

Std  Dev 

0.78 

8.00- 1 9.99%  Very  Scarce 

Count 

2 

2.00-7.99%  Rare 

Percent 

1.29 

<2.00%  Very  Rare 

OT2  RT3 
Count 

PI 

1 

5.56 

23.60 

R 

Table  3 shows  the  various  die  combinations 

Percent 

0.65 

grouped  by  rarity  using  this  scale. 

OM1  RM1 

PI 

6.64 

25.60 

R 

OM1  RM1 

PI 

6.21 

25.60 

R 

Average 

6.43 

25.60 

Std  Dev 
Count 

2 

0.22 

0.00 

Percent 

1.29 

OM1  RM2 

PI 

5.51 

25.60 

R 

Count 

1 

Percent 

0.65 

Total  Medals 

155 

Table  3 - Relative  Rarities  of  the  25mm  Brass  “Man  at  the  Well”  medals 


Die  Combination 

Number 

OH3/RH2 

35 

OH3/RH1 

17 

OB1/RB2 

16 

OH1/RH1 

14 

OH1/RN1  PI 

13 

OH2/RH1 

9 

OT1/RT1 

9 

OB2/RB2 

8 

ON1/RN1 

8 

OH3/RH3 

7 

OH1/RN1  Re 

6 

ON2/RH3 

6 

OT2/RT2 

2 

OM1/RM2 

2 

OB1/RB1 

1 

OT2/RT3 

1 

OM2/RM2 

1 

Percentage 

Relative  Rarity 

22.58 

Scarce 

10.97 

Very  Scarce 

10.32 

Very  Scarce 

9.03 

Very  Scarce 

8.39 

Very  Scarce 

5.81 

Rare 

5.81 

Rare 

5.16 

Rare 

5.16 

Rare 

4.52 

Rare 

3.87 

Rare 

3.87 

Rare 

1.29 

Very  Rare 

1.29 

Very  Rare 

0.65 

Very  Rare 

0.65 

Very  Rare 

0.65 

Very  Rare 
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Note: 

OH1/RN1  Pl&Re  19  12.26  Very  Scarce 

THE  WHITE  METAL  MEDALS 

The  Bale  and  Smith  manufactured  white  metal 
strikings  began  at  about  the  same  time  as  the  brass  medals, 
and  these  medals  were  mostly  33  mm  in  diameter  with  one 
at  37mm.  The  same  letter  from  Ashbel  to  George  dated 
September  25,  1841,  that  was  quoted  above  also  entreated 
George  to,  “...have  the  New  Jersey  die  impressed  as  you 
did  before  and  have  them  put  up  in  a bundle  and  marked 
tin  medals  care  of  David  Hart  Rochester  and  left  at  Harden 
Express  No  3 Wall  Street  lose  no  time  in  sending  and  have 
the  person  hurry  Bale  and  Smith....”  This  confirms  that 
Riley  ordered  “tin”  medals  from  Bale  and  Smith,  and  that 
the  New  Jersey  die  was  one  of  the  dies  used  to  strike  medals 
for  him. 

A letter  to  George  from  Henry  Nixer,  dated  Sep- 
tember 30,  1841,  confirms  that  the  general’s  instructions 
were  carried  out  and  also  confirms  that  the  New  Jersey  die 
was  in  the  Rileys’  possession.  It  reads,  “...I  called  on  Bale 
& Co.  taking  with  me  the  die  and  they  promised  to  have 
1000  medals  done  so  as  to  be  ready  to  go  on  Tuesday 
next...  I was  not  aware  that  I had  that  die  in  my  possession 
until  the  receipt  of  yours.  1 knew  you  left  ‘Lots  of  things’ 
but  was  not  aware  that  was  among  the  lot.  Had  I known  it  I 
might  of  got  some  struck  off  and  gone  out  peddling  them 
and  made  lots  of  cash....”.  There  is  no  question  that  the 
New  Jersey  die  belonged  to  Ashbel  Riley,  and  this  implies 
that  the  very  similar  New  York  die  was  his  as  well. 

There  are  three  Bale  and  Smith  “Man  at  the  Well” 
obverse  dies  that  were  used  with  these  medals.  The  obverse 
inscription  and  general  description  of  these  dies  is: 


OB3  Fig  24  How  Sweet  From  the  Green  Mossy  Brim. 
to  Receive  It/  As  Poised  on  the  Curb  It  Inclined  to  Mv  L)PS 
/ Bale  Man  standing  at  a well  facing  left,  bucket  in  hands 
Well  is  pole  lever  style  with  five  boards  and  spout  down 
diagonal  to  the  right.  33  mm 


OB4  Fig  25  Same  as  OB3  except  that  the  well  has 
four  boards,  is  rope  crank  type  and  the  die  signature  is 
B&S.  N.Y.  33  mm 


OB5  Fig  26  Similar  to  OB4,  but  37mm. 

The  Bale  reverses  for  the  white  metal  pieces  are: 


RB3  Fig  27  Pledged  to  Use  No  Intoxicating  Drink  As  A 
Beverage  * /Temperance/  Leads  to  Health/Wealth.  Happi- 
ness/and/  Long  Life  S of  Happiness  is  between  O of  No 
and  I of  Intoxicating.  33mm 
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RB4  Fig  28  Same  as  RB3,  but  S of  Happiness  is  even 
with  O of  No.  33mm 


RB7  Fig  31  American  Juvenile  Temperance  Society/  • 
New-York-  Eagle  similar  to  RB5,  but  stars  in  a third 
arrangement.  33mm 


RB5  Fig  29  FJ edged  to  .Use  No  Intoxicating  Prink/ 
New-Jersey  / Bale  & Smith  N.Y.  Eagle  with  shield  on 
breast  feeing  left.  Thirteen  stars  around  head.  Arrows  and 
olive  branch  in  talons.  33mm 


RB8  Fig  32  Temperance  Declaration/  QrgaoizedA, 
D.  1856.  Clasped  Hands  over  We  Agree  to/ Abstain  From 
All/Intoxicating  Liquors/Except  For/  Medicinal  Pur-poses/ 
And  Religious/Ordinances  33  mm 


RB6  Fig  30  Pledged  to  Use  No  Intoxicating  Drink/- 
New-York  7 B&S.NY  Eagle  similar  to  RB5,  but  stars 
arranged  differently.  33mm 


RB9  Fig  33 
Clasped  Hands  over  We  Agree  To/  Abstain  From/  The  Use 
of  All/  Intoxicating/  Liquors/as  a Beverage  within  wreath. 


33mm 
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RB10  Fig  34  Ihs Bearer/  of  This  Medal/Is  a 

Recorded/  Member  of  the  Aroerican/Young  Men’s/Total 
Abstinence/Society.  37  mm 

The  die  combinations  that  I am  aware  of  are: 

Riley  die  combinations  Possible  Riley  combination 
OB3/RB3  OB5/RB10 

OB3/RB4  OB3/RB5 

Probable  Riley  combinations  Possible  collector  strikes 
OB3/RB6  OB3/RB7 

OB4/RB9  OB3/RB8 

RB7/RB8 


The  OB3/RB3  and  OB3/RB4  medals  bear  essen- 
tially the  same  inscriptions  as  the  Bushnell  No.  9 brass 
medals  struck  for  Riley  less  the  initials.  A letter  in  the 
University  of  Rochester  collection  from  Bale  and  Smith  to 
Riley  dated  March  1,  1845  reads,  “ Genl  Riley  we  send 
you  in  this  lot  Two  thousand  one  hundred  and  fifty  medals 
we  wish  you  to  send  us  your  next  order  in  time  to  allow  us 
at  least  2 weeks  to  get  it  up  for  we  are  about  to  use  a new 
press  to  strike  them  with  the  old  one  being  broke  we  shall 
have  to  make  a new  die  to  fit  the  press  which  die  will  be  at 
our  expense  the  side  that  we  will  have  to  make  will  be  the 
plain  side  of  the  medal  we  also  wish  you  too  send  us 
money  as  soon  as  you  possibly  can  for  we  are  in  want  of  all 
we  can  get  Respectfully  Yours,  Bale  & Smith,  96  Ful- 
ton St”  The  RB3  & RB4  dies  are  the  only  ones  in  the  Bale 
and  Smith  white  metal  series  where  the  two  dies  are  two 
cuttings  of  the  same  design.  They  are  also  “plain  side”  dies 
which  leads  me  to  identify  them  with  the  dies  mentioned  in 
the  letter. 

The  relationship  between  Riley  and  Bale  and 
Smith  apparently  was  broken  off  sometime  in  late  1845.  A 
letter  from  Bale  and  Smith  to  Riley  dated  July  17,  1847 
reads,  “we  have  written  you  for  the  balance  due  us  on 
account  of  medals  but  have  not  received  the  needful  or  an 
answer  it  is  now  some  2 years  that  it  has  been  standing....” 


X. 


I 

I * 


.O&M, 


JUetc.  2%+*/'  2a  ZZ 


% / # 
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If  this  hypothesis  is  true,  then  either  RB3  or  RB4  should  be 
considerably  rarer  than  the  other  die,  having  been  used  for 
less  than  a year  vs.  several  years  for  the  die  that  was  used 
before  the  press  broke.  I have  not  examined  enough  speci- 
mens to  hazard  a guess  as  to  which  die  was  used  before 
May  1845  and  which  was  used  after,  but  this  would  be  an 
interesting  topic  for  further  research. 

OB4/RB9  is  probably  a Riley  die  combination.  The 
obverse  design  is  slightly  different  from  the  design  on  the 
other  smaller  medals  but  it  is  a 33mm  medal.  The  Cold 
Water  Army  declaration  reverse  is  pretty  generic,  and  it  is  a 
type  that  is  also  done  later  by  Thomas  for  Riley.  Cold 
Water  Armies  were  formed  starting  in  1841,  so  it  is  likely 
that  there  would  have  been  demand  at  temperance  meetings 
for  medals  of  this  type  while  Bale  and  Smith  were  known  to 
be  making  medals  for  Riley. 

The  OB5/RB10  medal  is  the  only  Bale  medal  that 
is  37  mm  in  diameter,  and  is  recorded  by  Bushnell  as  num- 
ber 8.  This  is  a generic  die  combination  that  does  not  iden- 
tify a specific  society,  so  it  could  possibly  have  been  one  of 
the  medals  that  Riley  sold.  There  is  no  firm  evidence  on 
this  one  way  or  the  other,  though. 

The  remaining  three  Bale  medals  present  an  inter- 
esting problem.  I have  a specimen  of  RB7/RB8,  which  is 
recorded  as  Bushnell  No.  10,  in  my  collection.  It  is  bright 
and  clean,  has  an  unusually  thick  planchet,  and  is  un- 
holed. The  only  other  use  of  these  dies  is  with  OB3,  but  all 
specimens  I have  seen  are  also  un-holed,  and  the  obverse 
die  is  very  rusted  (Fig  35).  The  R8  legend  is  dated  1856, 


but  has  a form  of  pledge  that  had  gone  out  of  favor  twenty 
years  earlier.  The  Standard  Encyclopedia  of  the  Alcohol 
Problem  has  no  listing  for  an  American  Juvenile  Tem- 
perance Society,  and  a Dogpile  metacrawler  web  search  on 
that  name  resulted  in  no  hits.  None  of  these  indicators  by 
themselves  would  prove  that  these  medals  were  not  busi- 
ness strikes.  However,  taken  together,  they  lead  me  to 
believe  that  all  of  these  medals  are  fantasy  pieces  probably 
struck  for  collectors  in  the  late  1850s  orl860s.  Bushnell, 
for  example,  was  notorious  for  having  special  strikings 
done  in  other  token  and  medal  series. 

The  medals  struck  by  Thomas  are  also  33  mm  and 
37  mm.  The  die  descriptions  are  as  follows: 
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OT3  Fig  36  How  Sweet  From  the  Green/  Mossy  Brim 
to  Receive  It/  As  Poised  on  the  Curb/  It  Inclined  to  My  Lips 
Thomas  on  bottom  left  board  of  the  well.  Man  standing 
facing  left  with  bucket  in  hands.  Well  has  four  boards,  and 
is  rope  crank  type.  33  mm 


OT4  Fig  37  How  Sweet  From  the  Green  Mossy  Brim 
to  Receive  It/  As  Poised  on  the  Curb  It  Inclined  to  My  Lips 
/ Thomas  Man  standing  at  a well  facing  left,  bucket  in 
hands  Well  has  four  boards,  and  is  rope  crank  type.  37  mm 


RT4  Fig  38  Declaration  of  the  Cold  Water  Army 
Clasped  Hands  over  We  Agree/  To/  Abstain  From/  The 
Use/  of  All/  Intoxicating/  Liquors/as  a / Beverage  within 
wreath.  33mm 


RT5  Fig  39  Declaration  of  the  Cold  Water  Army 
Clasped  Hands  over  We  Agree  To/  Abstain  From/  The  Use 
of. All/  Intoxicating/  Liquors/as  a Beverage  within  wreath. 
37  mm 


RT6  Fig  40  Wreath  around  The  Bearer/of  this  Medal/ 
is  a Member  of  the/Total  Abstinence  Society  37  mm 

All  of  the  Thomas  die  combinations  are  medals 
that  were  probably  struck  for  General  Riley. 

OT3/RT4  is  the  only  33  mm  Thomas  die  combina- 
tion. This  medal  continues  the  Cold  Water  Army  theme 
started  with  OB4/RB9.  The  Cold  Water  Army  was  a child- 
ren’s organization  that  was  started  in  1841  and  that  per- 
sisted for  many  years.  The  Bands  of  Hope  in  Great  Britain 
were  similar  organizations.  These  very  loosely  affiliated 
groups  worked  to  keep  children  from  ever  taking  the  first 
taste  of  alcoholic  beverages.  The  children  took  a pledge  of 
total  abstinence  for  the  rest  of  their  lives.  The  Cold  Water 
Army  name  grew  to  include  groups  of  adults  as  well.  This 
pledge  declaration  could  have  been  used  by  many  organi- 
zations in  many  different  localities  for  many  years. 

OT4/RT5  and  OT4/  RT6  are  37  mm  medals  that 
could  have  been  used  as  generic  reminders  of  pledges  that 
were  taken  with  a wide  variety  of  temperance  organiza- 
tions. They  seem  to  have  been  designed  to  be  sold  to  as 
many  different  people  in  as  many  different  places  as  pos- 
sible. 
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The  white  metal  Thomas  “Man  at  the  Well”  med- 
als were  probably  done  by  him  in  the  late  1840s  and  early 
1850s.  The  designs  were  all  generic,  and  all  were  probably 
sold  on  the  lecture  circuit  by  Riley  and  others  that  he  sup- 
plied during  this  period. 

The  final  medal  in  the  “Man  at  the  Well”  series  is  quite  dif- 
ferent from  the  rest.  ON3/RN2  is  a 34  mm  combination  of 
unsigned  dies  that  seem  to  be  unrelated  to  the  other  medals, 
and  possibly  later  than  most  of  them.  The  die  descriptions 
are: 


ON3  Fig  41  Woman  at  well  facing  left  handing  a cup 
to  a man  facing  right.  The  Old  Oaken  Bucket/  Health 


RN2  Fig  42  Wreath  around  1/  Will/  Touch  Not/  Taste 
Not/  Handle  Not/  the  Unclean/  Thing 

The  early  1 840s  were  the  most  active  and  produc- 
tive years  for  Ashbel  Riley  and  other  agents  of  the  old 
established  temperance  societies.  More  changes  were 
underway,  however,  that  would  alter  the  shape  of  the 
temperance  movement  forever. 

On  April  2,  1840,  a group  of  hard  drinking 
carousers  who  met  regularly  in  Chase’s  Tavern  in  Balti- 
more, decided  to  attend  a temperance  lecture  given  by  Rev. 
Matthew  Hale  Smith.  To  their  surprise,  the  message  struck 
a chord  in  their  hearts  that  resulted  in  much  heated  dis- 
cussion and  to  the  formation  of  the  Washington  Total 
Abstinence  Society  on  April  5,  1840.  The  six  initial  mem- 


bers adopted  a pledge  of  total  abstinence,  and  agreed  to 
meet  at  least  weekly.  Each  man  was  to  bring  a hard  drink- 
ing new  prospective  member  to  each  meeting.  This  was  the 
beginning  of  the  Washingtonian  movement. 

The  Baltimore  Washingtonians  grew  steadily,  and 
the  novelty  of  their  organization  attracted  attention  across 
the  nation.  The  Washingtonians  were  unlike  any  previous 
temperance  organization.  These  were  working  class  men 
who  were  either  recovering  drunkards  or  hard  drinkers  who 
had  been  turned  around  just  short  of  alcoholic  oblivion. 
They  were  not  preaching  abstract  ideals,  but  were  sharing 
their  own  heart  breaking  and  harrowing  life  experiences. 

The  Washingtonians  were  the  first  organization  to 
believe  and  act  on  the  premise  that  a drunkard  could  be 
reformed.  All  previous  groups  had  emphasized  moderation 
or  abstinence  to  prevent  others  from  becoming  drunks.  No 
one  believed  that  there  was  any  way  for  a drunk  to  recover 
and  return  to  a place  of  usefulness  in  society.  The  Wash- 
ingtonians offered  acceptance,  support  and  hope  to  those 
addicted  to  alcohol  that  had  never  been  offered  before. 

Daniels  quotes  John  Hawkins,  one  of  the  early 
Washingtonian  orators,  as  saying  in  an  address  at  Faneuil 
Hall  in  Boston,  “ Drunkard!  come  up  here,  you  can  reform. 
I met  a gentleman  this  morning  who  reformed  four  weeks 
ago,  rejoicing  in  his  reformation;  he  brought  a man  with 
him  who  took  the  pledge,  and  this  man  brought  two  others. 
This  is  the  way  we  do  business  up  in  Baltimore;  we 
reformed  drunkards  are  a Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
State  of  the  Union.  We  are  all  missionaries.  We  don’t 
slight  the  drunkard;  we  love  him,  we  nurse  him,  as  a 
mother  does  her  infant  learning  to  walk.” 

This  sudden  change  of  emphasis  and  approach  was 
tremendously  appealing,  and  the  movement  spread  very 
rapidly.  Established  temperance  societies  were  intrigued  by 
the  new  concept  of  reforming  drunkards  and  invited 
Washingtonians  to  send  speakers.  From  1841  through 
1843,  Washingtonian  Total  Abstinence  Societies  sprang  up 
in  almost  every  city  and  town  in  the  nation.  Thousands  of 
drunkards,  and  many  more  thousands  of  hard  drinking 
potential  drunkards  signed  the  total  abstinence  pledge.  This 
was  both  a blessing  for  the  cause  of  temperance  and  a 
curse. 

The  Washingtonians  had  embarked  on  a totally 
new  approach  to  the  alcohol  problem.  They  met  frequently 
for  fellowship  and  to  share  their  life  stories.  Washington- 
ians looked  to  each  other  for  ways  to  support  reforming 
drinkers.  They  also  enthusiastically  went  into  the  streets 
and  taverns  to  find  and  save  more  of  them.  They  were  con- 
vinced by  their  own  experiences  that  drunkards  could 
reform,  and  that  the  decision  to  reform  was  one  that  had  to 
be  taken  by  each  individual  based  on  his  or  her  own  moral 
convictions.  It  was  not  a decision  that  could  or  should  be 
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forced  on  anyone,  nor  was  it  a decision  that  could  be  made 
for  an  individual  by  prohibiting  the  liquor  trade.  In  short, 
the  Washingtonians  were  committed  to  “moral  suasion” 
more  firmly  than  their  predecessors,  and  they  would  have 
no  part  in  the  attempt,  then  current,  to  attack  the  rum  sel- 
lers with  restrictive  licensing  or  other  laws  restricting  the 
sale  of  alcohol. 

Concern  had  been  raised  that  participation  by 
organized  religion  of  any  type  might  cause  some  potential 
converts  to  stay  away  from  the  Washingtonian  meetings. 
Washingtonians  believed  that  religion  had  no  part  in  tem- 
perance reform,  and  even  refused  to  open  their  meetings 
with  prayer.  Daniels  quotes  Dr.  Jewett  as  stating  that 
“Nineteen  twentieths  of  the  clergy  were  total  abstainers.” 
The  anti-religion  stance  of  the  Washingtonians  was 
bewildering  to  many  of  the  clergy  stalwarts  of  the  older 
temperance  organizations,  and  caused  some  opposition  in 
the  churches  to  the  spread  of  Washingtoniansim. 

The  Washingtonians  credited  their  success  only  to 
their  own  evangelical  message  that  drunkards  could  make  a 
choice  to  stay  sober.  The  new  movement  refused  to  give 
any  appreciation  or  credit  to  the  older  organizations  that 
had  provided  much  assistance  in  spreading  the  Washing- 
tonian message  throughout  the  country  and  had  done  so 
much  to  change  the  attitudes  of  the  American  people 
toward  drinking  in  the  previous  two  decades.  The  Tem- 
perance Recorder  Vol  XII  No  7 of  September  1843  reported 
regarding  the  state  of  the  temperance  efforts  in  Chemung 
County  New  York,  “ I found  the  organizations  gener- 

ally on  the  Washingtonian  principle,  and  great  has  been  the 
change  wrought.  But  there  seems  to  be  a spirit  prevailing 
among  the  Washingtonians  which  has  often  given  me  pain. 
I refer  to  the  declaration  frequently  made,  that  they  are 
entitled  to  the  credit  of  all  that  has  been  effected  in  the  tem- 
perance reform,  and  thus  throw  the  present  society  in  the 
shade.” 

The  explosive  growth  of  the  Washingtonians  also 
caused  money  and  members  to  be  diverted  from  the  older 
societies.  This  in  turn  caused  many  of  the  established  local 
temperance  organizations  to  languish  and  die.  Unfortu- 
nately, the  Washingtonians  were  even  more  loosely  organ- 
ized than  the  American  Temperance  Union  affiliates.  There 
were  no  effective  national  or  state  organizations,  and  there 
was  usually  little  contact  between  the  local  chapters.  As 
growth  leveled  off  and  it  became  more  difficult  to  recruit 
new  members,  most  of  the  Washingtonian  chapters  also  got 
into  financial  difficulties. 

The  loose  organization  and  lack  of  structure  also 
allowed  much  back  sliding.  Several  of  the  prominent 
Washingtonian  leaders  fell  off  the  wagon,  and  there  were 
accusations  of  mishandling  of  funds  in  some  chapters. 
These  scandals  coupled  with  the  difficulty  of  maintaining 
the  extreme  fervor  that  characterized  the  early  days  of  the 


movement  caused  the  Washingtonians  to  fall  out  of  favor 
and  become  almost  completely  moribund  by  the  end  of 
1845. 

A group  of  Washingtonians  founded  the  Sons  of 
Temperance  in  New  York  City  in  1842  as  they  expanded 
their  influence  across  the  nation.  The  Sons  of  Temperance 
was  the  first  of  many  secret  fraternal  temperance  organiza- 
tions that  started  to  replace  both  the  old  open  societies  and 
the  Washingtonian  societies.  These  new  fraternal  orders 
included  the  Rechabites,  the  Royal  Templars  of  Temper- 
ance, and  the  Independent  Order  of  Good  Templars  among 
others.  These  societies  replaced  the  pledge  card  and  open 
temperance  meeting  with  structured  ritual  and  formal 
regalia. 

Although  the  Washingtonians  were  on  the  scene 
for  only  a few  years,  they  opened  our  eyes  to  the  fact  that  it 
is  possible  to  change  bad  drinking  habits,  and  that  people 
with  alcohol  problems  should  be  treated  with  understanding 
and  compassion.  Although  they  were  criticized  when  only 
150,000  of  the  estimated  600,000  members  remained  true 
to  their  pledge,  this  would  be  recognized  today  as  a success 
rate  that  many  modem  treatment  facilities  would  be  very 
glad  to  accomplish. 

The  late  1840s  saw  a general  disorganization 
caused  by  collapse  of  conventional  temperance  societies  as 
the  Washingtonians  rose  and  fell.  Fewer  open  temperance 
meetings  were  held  because  of  the  Washingtonian  reliance 
on  personal  stories  of  their  own  members  rather  than  the 
speeches  of  visiting  orators.  Uniforms  and  secret  rites 
replaced  medals  and  pledge  cards  as  reinforcement  of  the 
abstinence  commitment  in  the  secret  orders  . All  of  these 
caused  the  late  1840s  to  become  a somewhat  less  fertile 
field  for  the  itinerant  temperance  lecturers. 

The  early  1850s  were  characterized  by  a renewal 
of  demand  for  control  of  the  liquor  trade  and  for  prohibi- 
tion laws.  A law  prohibiting  sale  of  all  liquor  was  passed 
in  Maine  in  1851,  and  a total  of  twelve  states  and  territories 
had  passed  similar  laws  before  1855.  The  collapse  of  the 
Whig  Party  in  the  run  up  to  the  Civil  War  and  the  near 
total  focus  of  the  new  Republican  Party  on  the  slavery  issue 
caused  most  of  these  laws  to  be  repealed  or  declared  uncon- 
stitutional before  the  end  of  the  decade.  This  defeat  was 
very  disheartening  to  temperance  organizations,  and  the 
outbreak  of  the  Civil  War  also  helped  cause  a general 
decrease  in  temperance  activity  throughout  the  country. 

A letter  from  Riley  to  his  son,  A.  W.  Jr.,  in  July, 
1862  complained  about  the  difficulties  of  earning  money 
since  he  returned  from  England.  Another  letter  to  A.  W. 
Jr.  dated  November  12,  1862  stated,  “...I  am  well  but  get 
but  little  for  lecturing  gone  ten  days  got  but  $8.65....”  By 
this  time,  the  heydays  of  temperance  medal  sales  were  over. 
Riley  continued  to  be  active  in  temperance  politics  and 
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other  causes  until  his  death  in  1888,  but  medals  were  not 
mentioned  again  in  the  surviving  family  correspondence. 

NUMISMATIC  IMPLICATIONS 

As  we  look  at  the  history  of  the  temperance  move- 
ment in  the  first  half  of  the  nineteenth  century,  we  can 
arrive  at  some  numismatic  generalizations  that  will  guide 
us  in  understanding  our  collections  and  the  probable  dates 
of  the  various  medals. 

Medals  with  non-localized,  generic  inscriptions 
are  much  more  common  than  medals  that  have  inscriptions 
tying  them  to  a particular  location  or  local  society.  This 
was  done  deliberately  to  make  it  possible  for  General  Riley 
and  others  to  sell  the  medals  in  a wide  variety  of  situations. 
Medals  were  even  imported  from  Great  Britain  for  sale  in 
the  US  and  vice  versa. 

Medals  with  inscriptions  allowing  the  use  of  alco- 
hol for  medicinal  and  religious  purposes  tend  to  be  older 
than  medals  with  total  abstinence  pledges.  Harsher  langu- 
age in  the  inscriptions  also  tends  to  be  later. 

Medals  and  badges  of  temperance  fraternal  organ- 
izations date  from  1842  or  later.  These  organizations 
became  the  backbone  of  the  temperance  movement  for  a 
time  after  the  Civil  War,  but  their  medals  and  badges 
tended  to  be  designed  to  be  worn  cm  uniforms  and  as  lapel 
pins  instead  of  being  used  as  pendants,  pocket  pieces,  and 
watch  fobs. 

Almost  all  Washingtonian  medals  should  be  dated 
to  between  1841  and  1845.  Some  Washingtonian  societies 
did  linger  into  later  years,  but  the  strength  of  the  movement 
was  gone  and  very  few,  if  any,  medals  would  have  been 
issued  after  the  mid  - 1840s. 

Collector  strikes  and  other  mules  do  exist.  Some- 
times this  is  obvious,  like  the  muling  of  a Washingtonian 
obverse  with  a reverse  of  the  Rochester  Mechanics  Literary 
Association.  Others,  like  the  Bale  and  Smith  white  metal 
issues  noted  above,  can  be  more  deceptive.  Look  for  incon- 
sistency of  inscriptions,  die  states  and  other  physical  evi- 
dence that  would  indicate  a possible  special  striking  for  col- 
lectors. 

GENERAL  CONCLUSIONS 

One  of  the  things  that  we  can  be  sure  of  is  that 
temperance  medals  were  not  an  insignificant  footnote  to  the 
history  of  the  temperance  reform  movement.  Between  1840 
and  1860,  these  medals  were  a major  funding  mechanism 
that  enabled  many  of  the  active  temperance  agents  and 
lecturers  to  support  their  work.  Most  of  the  medals  of  this 
period  have  inscriptions  that  are  not  tied  to  any  one  local, 
or  even  national,  organization.  This  appears  to  have  been 


deliberately  done  to  make  the  medals  merchantable  at 
almost  any  location  to  almost  any  audience. 

The  medals  were  also  a very  useful  physical 
reminder  to  the  men  and  women  that  took  the  pledge. 
Many  specimens  found  today  are  very  worn,  and  this 
indicates  that  they  often  served  for  long  periods  of  time  as 
tangible  reminders  of  the  oath  that  had  been  taken.  This 
was  important  because  early  temperance  societies  usually 
met  not  more  than  once  a month,  and  there  were  no  support 
groups  for  persons  taking  the  pledge  before  the  Washing- 
tonians and  the  fraternal  orders  burst  on  the  scene. 

We  can  also  be  certain  that  the  efforts  of  these 
early  workers  were  not  in  vain.  In  spite  of  all  the  problems 
and  disorganization,  the  attitude  of  the  American  people 
toward  alcoholic  beverages  was  significantly  changed  for- 
ever. By  1 840,  whiskey,  rum,  beer,  wine,  and  cider  were  no 
longer  seen  as  necessary  and  wholesome  foods,  and  exces- 
sive use  of  alcohol  was  recognized  as  a serious  threat  to 
society.  Per  capita  use  of  alcohol  fell  below  two  gallons  per 
person  in  the  US  by  1 870,  and  stayed  there  for  decades.  The 
early  temperance  movement  was  extremely  successful  in 
changing  our  attitudes  toward  drinking,  and  in  starting 
education  and  support  processes  that  are  still  in  place  today. 

I am  certain  that  there  is  much  more  to  be  learned 
about  this  fascinating  series  of  medals,  and  that  mistakes 
have  been  made  in  this  paper.  Please  contact  me  with  your 
comments  and  questions,  and  please  call  my  attention  to 
any  material  that  you  know  of  that  has  been  omitted  from 
this  study.  My  address  is: 

Spencer  Radnich 
Unit  641 08R 
APO  AE  09831 

My  e-mail  address  is  sradnich@wananchi.com  or 
sradnich@yahoo.com. 


(continued) 


136  October  2004 


A Veteran  Citizen 

Gen.  A.  W.  Riley  will  be  Ninety-Two  Tomorrow 

Brief  but  interesting  sketch  of  his  long  and  honorable  career  - a resident  of 
Rochester  seventy-one  years  - still  hale  and  hearty 


General  Ashbel  Wells  Riley  will  celebrate  his 
ninety-second  birthday  tomorrow  [19  March,  1887], 
Though  full  of  years  he  still  retains  a good  degree  of  mental 
and  bodily  vigor.  He  was  bom  in  Glastonbury,  Conn., 
March  19,  1795,  his  ancestors  being  originally  from 
France,  his  grandfather  having  once  been  an  assistant 
commissary  in  the  French  army. 

He  first  came  to  Rochester  in  1816,  with  his 
mother,  and  this  city  has  ever  since  been  his  home.  His 
father  having  died  when  he  was  a stripling  he  was  appren- 
ticed to  the  carpenter’s  trade.  During  the  first  years  of  his 
residence  in  Rochester  he  worked  at  his  trade,  and  as  a 
contractor  built  many  large  buildings,  among  them  being 
the  Rochester  High  School,  erected  in  1827. 

“When  1 first  came  to  Rochester,”  said  Gen.  Riley 
to  a Union  representative,  “there  were  two  small  villages, 
both  containing  not  more  than  300  population.  The  west 
side  of  the  river  was  known  as  Rochesterville.  In  1824  the 
two  sides  of  the  river  were  united  and  an  act  of  incorpora- 
tion obtained.”  Gen.  Riley  was  elected  one  of  the  five  trus- 
tees, he  and  John  W.  Strong  representing  the  east  side,  and 
Dr.  Coleman,  Jonathan  Backard  and  Warham  Whitney  the 
west  side.  When  Rochester  became  a city  in  1834  Gen. 
Riley  was  elected  one  of  the  ten  alderman,  representing  the 
Fourth  Ward. 

Gen.  Riley  has  been  intimately  associated  with  the 
material;  growth  of  the  city.  In  these  early  days  railroads 
were  unknown,  and  it  is  not  strange  that  the  completion  of 
the  Erie  Canal  was  celebrated  as  one  of  the  most  important 
events  of  the  time.  The  canal  was  commenced  in  1817,  but 
was  not  completed  until  the  latter  part  of  1825.  The  event 
was  celebrated  with  eclat  from  one  end  of  the  state  to  the 
other.  Gov.  Clinton  proceeded  to  Buffalo  where  a party  of 


his  distinguished  citizens  and  officials  started  in  a boat  for 
New  York,  the  boat  bearing  the  euphonious  name  “Young 
Lion  of  the  West.”  It  was  one  grand  ovation  from  the  start 
to  the  metropolis.  At  every  ten  mile  cannon  were  stationed 
and  people  flocked  from  all  the  surrounding  country.  As  the 
boat  approached  a salute  was  fired.  The  party  passed 
through  this  city  October  21,  1825.  Gen.  Riley,  by  virtue  of 
being  one  of  the  village  trustees,  was  one  of  the  party  and 
was,  therefore,  one  of  the  first  persons  in  official  authority 
to  pass  through  the  old  aqueduct. 

Another  notable  event  of  the  year  1825  in  which 
Gen.  Riley  figured  was  the  visit  of  Gen.  LaFayette  to  this 
city  which  occurred  in  June,  1825.  The  illustrious  French- 
man came  from  Buffalo,  being  escorted  by  a flotilla  of  a 
dozen  boats.  The  entire  population  of  the  village  turned  out 
to  welcome  the  idolized  foreigner.  Col.  Brown,  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Riley  and  others  went  to  Menden  to  meet  the  party. 
Col.  Riley  wearing  his  uniform  on  that  day  for  the  last  time. 

Upon  a worn  piece  of  yellow  paper  is  a certificate 
signed  by  George  Washington,  certifying  that  the  father  of 
Gen.  Riley  served  faithfully  six  years  in  the  Revolutionary 
War.  It  is  not  surprising... 

[The  remaining  paper  is  generally  unintelligible,  but  the 
reader  can  surmise  some  facts  as  follows:  ed] 

Riley  served  well  in  the  cholera  epidemic  of  1832.  Riley 
was  an  active  Christian  and  based  his  later  temperance 
work  on  his  Christian  beliefs. 

The  preceding  was  taken  from  the  1 8 March,  1 887,  issue  of 
The  Union  and  Advertiser,  Rochester,  New  York. 


Ashbel  W.  Riley’s  Will 

Admitted  to  probate  by  Surrogate  Adlington  this  morning 

A great  portion  of  the  property  devised  to  religious  and  charitable  institutions 
- an  estate  of  over  $50,000  disposed  of 

[Will  summaried  as  follows,  ed]  Gen.  Ashbel  W.  1888,  was  featured  in  The  Union  and  Advertiser.  His  wife 

Riley  died  before  his  93rd  birthday,  his  last  will  having  was  to  use  the  three  houses  on  South  Fitzhugh  during  her 

been  dated  20  March,  1888.  The  will,  probated  15  June,  wife.  Within  three  years  of  her  death  executors  were  to  sell 
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the  houses  and  distribute  proceeds  to  some  15  different 
charitable  and  community  organizations,  in  amounts  of 
$5000  each  to  the  Rochester  City  Hospital  and  the  Ameri- 
can Missionary  Association  and  to  lesser  amounts  to  the 
others. 

The  will  leaves  a house  to  a daughter-in-law,  three 
properties  to  the  executors  for  expenses  and  taxes,  and  one 
property  to  the  Women’s  Temperance  Union  of  Rochester, 
for  a period  of  ten  years.  After  ten  years  the  property  is  to 
be  liquidated  for  the  “care  of  old  men  and  foundlings.” 
Another  property  was  to  be  dedicated  to  the  “care  of  old 
men.”  Two  more  properties  were  to  go  to  a grandson,  Wil- 
liam J.G.  Riley. 

Riley’s  daughter,  Anna  R.  Bentley,  was  appointed 
executor  and  was  to  received  5%  commission.  Management 
was  empowered  to  Grangor  A.  Hollister  and  Robert  Blair 
was  retained  to  collect  rents. 
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Tice,  Warren  K.,  Uniform  Buttons  of  the  United  States 
1776-1865.  Gettysburg:  Thomas  Publications,  1997 

Townend,  Paul,  Private  Correspondence  8/9-28/1998 

Photographs: 

The  photographs  of  OB5  and  RB10  are  by  the  American 
Numismatic  Society,  and  are  of  medal  0000.999.46162 
in  their  collection. 

The  photographs  of  RBI,  RB3,  RB6,  RT3,  RN1,  RM2,  OBI 
no  die  filling,  and  OBI  extensive  die  filling  are  by  Susan 
West  Pallant  of  Meadville,  PA. 

The  photograph  of  Ashbel  Wells  Riley  was  done  by  the 
Rochester  Historical  Society  from  an  oil  portrait  in  their 
collection. 

The  remaining  photographs  are  by  the  author. 


Join  CWTS! 

The  Civil  War  Token  Society  is  dedicated  to  the  study 
of  the  tokens  which  were  issued  during  the  American 
Civil  War.  A sister  society  to  TAMS,  the  CWTS  has  a 
long  history  of  service  to  the  hobby.  For  information 
about  the  CWTS  please  write  Dale  Cade,  26548 
Mazur  Dr.,  Rancho  Palos  Verdes,  CA  90275. 


Mavericks 


(concluded  from  page  143) 


16802:  GOOD  FOR  / 
5*  /JOHN/ 
SWIENCICKI  / IN 
/TRADE /1 109 
WASHINGTON 
AVE. 

E PLURIBUS  UNUM  / 
(Eagle) 

24mm  Rd  Br 


16803:  WAMPUM 
CLUB  / (Indian 
Head)  / ONE  / 
WAMPUM / 
SYNDICATE 
CLOTHING  CO 
ONE  WAMPUM  / 

MEMBERS  / (Corn 
Stalk)  / ONLY  / 
SYNDICATE 
CLOTHING  CO. 
29mm  Rd(Re  co) 
Fi(red) 


16804:  GOOD  FOR/ 

50  / G.  ULRICH  / 

AT  BAR 

BBC  Co.  Logo  (BBC-8) 
25mm  Rd  Br 


16805:  AUD. 

WALTERS  / 149  / 

E.  MAIN 

GOOD  FOR/ 100 /IN 
TRADE 

25mm  Rd  Fi(red) 


16806:  GOOD  FOR/ 

50  / RICHARD  / 
WINDPFENNING  / 

IN /TRADE 
JMB&B  Co.  Logo 
(BB-6d) 

25mm  Rd  Br 
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Lately  I have  noticed  a remarkable  increase  in 
maverick  token  auction  activity  on  the  eBay™  Internet 
site.  Not  only  does  there  seem  to  be  more  mavericks 
offered  for  sale,  but  also  the  selling  prices  on  many 
are  reaching  quite  high  levels.  I have  always  believed 
that  a well-researched  attribution  will  raise  the  value  of 
a maverick,  so  it  is  not  surprising  that  these  tokens 
sell  for  a premium.  Surprising  to  me  are  some  of  the 
high  prices  realized  for  unattributed  mavericks  and  for 
tokens  with  poorly-documented  attributions. 

It  is  understandable  that  an  "attractive"  mav- 
erick with  a good  possibility  of  being  attributed  will 
command  a good  price.  It  is  also  reasonable  to  see 
that  a well-researched  attributed  maverick  will  sell  at  a 
high  price.  What  I have  a hard  time  understanding  is  a 
post-WWII  maverick  attributed  to  a city  with  popula- 
tion over  a third  of  a million  bringing  almost  $100.00. 
Maybe  that  is  a sign  of  what  is  to  come  and  we  are  all 
wise  investors  in  our  hobby. 

As  with  all  sales  channels,  eBay  bidders  need 
to  heed  the  old  adage  of  "buyer  beware."  Many  sellers 
are  more  interested  in  making  a lucrative  sale  than  in 
being  true  and  accurate  in  their  descriptions.  There 
are  more  and  more  mavericks  being  sold  with  ques- 
tionable attributions  - a good  example  is  a recent  sale 
of  a Brunswick-Balke-Collender  maverick  with  a rea- 
sonably common  name  being  "attributed"  based  on  a 
directory  or  census  listing  for  a livery  owner  with  that 
name.  It  is  entirely  possible  that  a livery  barn  would 
have  a pool  table  and  use  BBC  tokens,  but  the  pro- 
bability is  low.  Before  accepting  attributions  made  by  a 
seller,  it  would  be  prudent  to  consider  the  source  and 
the  logic  of  the  attribution.  Don't  just  accept  attribu- 
tions based  on  "name  matching." 

This  column  is  running  low  on  mavericks  to 
list.  With  all  the  activity  buying  and  selling  mavericks 
on  eBay,  I would  like  to  encourage  those  who  appear 
to  be  "buying  up"  mavericks  to  submit  them  for  listing 
in  this  column.  Anyone  else  holding  "unlisted"  maver- 
icks is  likewise  urged  to  submit  them.  Thanks  to  the 
efforts  of  the  volunteer  researchers  who  devote  their 
time  to  maverick  attribution,  TAMS  has  a valuable 
resource  that  should  be  used  by  all  members. 


MAVERICK  ATTRIBUTIONS 

Mav.#  Maverick.  Attributed  to.  By:  Reference  Used 

96  M.  J.  MOSTER,  St.  Paul,  MN.  John  Mutch:  1920 
Census  (Mathias  Moster  - Owner  - Pool  Hall), 
1930  Census  (Mathias  J.  Moster  - Reporter 
Daily  Paper) 

99  OTTO  E.  REDMANN,  St.  Paul,  MN.  John  Mutch: 
1910  Census  (Proprietor  - Retail  Liquors),  1920 
Census  (Otto  E.  Redmann  - no  occupation) 

126  ERLE  C.  GILLAM,  Lewistown,  IL.  John  Mutch: 
Historical  Encyclopedia  of  Illinois,  page  886 
(Erie  C.  Gillam,  Proprietor  of  American  Grocery 
Store,  North  Main  Street,  Lewistown,  IL,  pur- 
chased the  store  of  T.  W.  Moss  on  December  1 , 
1904) 

152  SLAWIK  FUR  CO.,  St.  Paul,  MN.  John  Mutch: 
1904  Polk's  St.  Paul,  MN  City  Directory  (Harris 
& Slawik  Furriers  - 339  Jackson  - Harry  Harris  & 
Emil  Slawik),  1909  Polk's  St.  Paul,  MN  City 
Directory  (E.  Slawik  Co.  - Furriers  - Emil  Slawik 
& Caleb  P.  Bodley  - 233  East  4th) 

358,  BADGER  STATE  CHAPTER  NO.  36  M.  O.  P. 

H.,  Milwaukee,  Wl.  Tom  Casper,  John  Mutch: 
Chi-  cago  Tribune  February  26,  1940  (Dateline 
Mil-  waukee  - "Judge  Steinle  spoke  today  before 
the  Sunday  Morning  Breakfast  club  as  a guest 
of  the  Badger  chapter  of  the  Military  Order  of 
the  Purple  Heart.") 

824  J.  B.  CUE,  Rock  Island,  IL.  John  Mutch:  1930 
Census  (James  B.  Cue  - Proprietor  - Cigar 
Store) 

2734,  THOS.  FOLEY,  St.  Paul,  MN.  Les  LeRoy 
Smith:  1892  & 1894  MN  Gazetteers  (Saloon) 

4452  FITSCHEN  BROS.,  Butte  City,  MT.  Les  LeRoy 
Smith:  1892,  -94,  & -98  MT  Gazetteers  (George 
C.  Fitschen  & Bro.  - Saloon) 

6614  E.  SWANBERG,  St.  Paul,  MN.  Les  LeRoy 
Smith:  1892,  -94,  & -98  MN  Gazetteers  (Saloon) 

7901  JOS.  J.  BIER,  Sleepy  Eye,  MN.  Les  LeRoy 
Smith:  1894  MN  Gazetteer  (J.  J.  Bier  - Saloon), 
1898  MN  Gazetteer  (Jos.  Bier  - Saloon) 
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8763  L.  B.  CATES,  Prior's  Lake,  MN.  Les  LeRoy 
Smith:  1892,  -94,  & -98  MN  Gazetteers  (Saloon) 

9859  H.  DIETRICH,  Minneapolis,  MN.  Les  LeRoy 
Smith:  1894  MN  Gazetteer  (H.  M.  Dietrich  - 
Saloon) 

10333  FRED  HEINZE,  Mankato,  MN.  Les  LeRoy 
Smith:  1892  & -94  MN  Gazetteers  (Saloon) 

10497  J.  J.  ELFRINK  / GEN'L  MERCHANDISE  / 
FARM  MACHINERY,  Selby,  SD.  Steve  Mie- 
dema:  Selby  Diamond  Jubilee  Historical  Book 
(J.  J.  Elfrink  - Store  & Barn),  1903-1917  SD  Dun 
Directories  (J.  J.  Elfrink  - General  Merchandise) 

10582  CLEMENS  T.  HUT,  Evansville,  IN.  John 
Mutch:  1910  Census  (Clemens  T.  Hut  - Proprie- 
tor - Drug  Store) 

10921  IGGY  RIEGERT,  St.  Louis,  MO.  Bruce  Smith: 
1938-1946  St.  Louis,  MO  City  Directories  (Igna- 
tius J.  Riegert  - Tavern  - 1926  South  9th  Street) 

12110  ERLE  C.  GILLAM,  Lewistown,  IL.  John  Mutch: 
see  notes  for  126  above. 

12467  MONROE  & RAPIN,  Crookston,  MN.  John 
Mutch:  McFerran  & Peterson's  MN  Mavericks 

12473  GEO.  C.  SAPIN,  Monterey,  CA.  John  Mutch: 
1920  Census  (Proprietor  - Cigar  Store),  1923 
CA  Dun  & Bradstreet  Directory  (Geo.  C.  Sapin  - 
Cigars,  Beverages,  Billiards) 

13364  COSCORROZA  & CO.  BILLIARDS,  Grand 
Junction,  CO.  John  Mutch:  1920  Census 
(Antonio  Coscorroza  - Manager  - Pool  Hall), 
1923  CO  Dun  Directory  (Antonio  B.  Coscorroza 
- Grocery  & Billiards) 

13374  HARRY  ELGER  / IMPERIAL  BILLIARD  PAR- 
LOR, Winnebago,  MN.  John  Mutch:  1920  Cen- 
sus (Harry  Eiger  - Manager  - Pool  Hall) 

13560  J.  L.  COMMONS,  Lincoln,  NE.  John  Mutch: 
1910  Census  (Joseph  L.  Commons  - Barber) 

13565  GIMPELS  INN  / 2225  PESTALOZZI,  St.  Louis, 
MO.  John  Mutch:  Google  search  on  Pestalozzi 
Street,  Smith's  MO  Token  Index 

13719  R.  FULSTONE,  Lovelock,  NV.  John  Mutch: 
1900  Census  (Robt  Fulstone  - Hotel  Keeper, 
listed  with  a Bar  Tender  in  the  "household") 

13750  OSCAR  HOYT,  Lansing,  Ml.  John  Mutch:  1900 
Census  (Oscar  C.  Hoyt  - Saloon  Keeper  - Sen- 
ate Saloon  - 204  West  Ionia  Street) 


14180  SOUTH  SUPERIOR  DRUG  STORE  / 

RUDOLPH  ABRAM,  South  Superior,  WY.  John 
Mutch:  1920  Census  (Rudolph  Abram  - Pro- 
prietor - Drug  Store),  1923  WY  Dun  Directory 
(Rudolph  Abram  - Drugs,  Confectionery,  Billi- 
ards) 

14580  J.  M.  PAULY,  Minneapolis,  MN.  Les  LeRoy 
Smith:  1892  & -94  MN  Gazetteers  (Saloon) 

14855  HARRY  UTLEY,  St.  Louis,  MO.  Bruce  Smith: 
1889-93  MO  Dun  Directories  (Cigars) 

14873  JOE  HIERHOLZER,  Cassella,  OH.  Les  LeRoy 
Smith:  1900  OH  Dun  Directory  (Saloon) 

15353  NEWPORT  TAVERN  / 3446  N.  PULASKI 
ROAD,  Chicago,  IL.  Les  LeRoy  Smith:  1945 
Chicago,  IL  Telephone  Directory 

15563  NEENAH  PACKING  CO.,  Neenah,  VA.  Dennis 
Freeman:  1920-44  VA  Dun  & Bradstreet  Direc- 
tories 

15572  E.  KURZENKNABE,  St.  Louis,  MO.  John 
Mutch:  1910  Census  (Ernest  Kurzenknabe  - 
Proprietor  - Saloon) 

15605  GRANT  HOON  / DRUGGIST,  Stanwood,  IA. 
John  Mutch:  1900  Census  (Grant  Hoon  - Drug- 
gist) 

15662  AROMA  PARK  AMERICAN  LEGION,  Kan- 
kakee, IL.  John  Mutch:  American  Legion  Post 
Directory  (Post  No.  1019  - 739  South  Sandbar 
Road,  Kankakee,  I L 60901) 

15697  M.  H.  RADELL,  Baker  Township,  Crawford 
County,  KS.  Hank  Thoele:  1900  Census 

(Michael  H.  Radell  - Dairyman) 

15714  CHAS.  BEMBENEK,  Shamokin,  PA.  John 
Mutch:  1910  Census  (Chas.  Bembenek  - 
Proprietor  - Hotel) 

15861  RENDEZVOUS  CAFE  / 9439  VAN  DYKE  / L. 
LUKANOWSKI,  Detroit,  Ml.  Les  LeRoy  Smith: 
1940  Detroit,  Ml  City  Directory  (Beer  Garden) 

15871  O.  A.  RIEGLE,  Attica,  IN.  John  Mutch:  1900 
Census  (Odin  A.  Riegle  - Partner  - Barber  Shop) 

15872  BOZO  UZELAC,  Price,  UT.  Dennis  Freeman: 
Price,  UT  Cemetery  records  (Robert  "Bozo" 
Uzelac,  1896-1927),  Campbell's  UT  Book, 
Supplement  B 

15886  BEJACH  BOWLING  ALLEYS,  Cincinnati,  OH. 
John  Mutch:  1920  Census  (Albert  Bejach  - Pro- 
prietor - Bowling  Alleys) 
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15997  HERMAN  J.  SALADIN,  Garden,  Ml.  John 
Mutch,  Les  LeRoy  Smith:  1920  Census  (Herman 
J.  Saladin  - Keeper  - Drug  Store),  1923  Ml 
Gazetteer  (H.  J.  Saladin  - Proprietor  - Drug 
Store) 


CORRECTIONS 

7901  The  correct  obverse  legend  is  GOOD  FOR  / 50  / 
JOS.  J.  / BIER  / IN  / TRADE  (Transcription 
error) 


16008  WM  CULLYFORD,  Houghton,  Ml.  Les  LeRoy 
Smith:  1889  & 1895  Ml  Gazetteers  (Proprietor  - 
Douglass  House  hotel),  1896-98  Ml  Dun  Direc- 
tories (Hotel) 

16516  JOHN  FRANCIS  SHOWS,  INC.,  Houston,  TX. 
John  Mutch:  Havre,  MT  Daily  News  December 
18,  1930  ("Mr.  John  Francis  of  the  John  Francis 
Shows,  Houston,  Texas,  was  an  attendee  at  the 
Rocky  Mountain  Fair  Association  meeting."), 
Decatur,  IL  Daily  Review  February  12,  1929 
("Mr.  & Mrs.  Crawford  Francis  will  return  to  their 
home  in  Houston,  Tex.  Mr.  Francis  will  go  back 
to  be  with  the  John  Francis  Shows,  which  he 
and  his  father  own  ") 

16537  MARBO  LOUNGE  / 5309  LAKE  PARK  AVE., 
Chicago,  IL.  John  Mutch:  Chicago  Tribune 
Newspaper  July  2,  1955  ("police  quell  bar  dis- 
turbance in  the  Marbo  Lounge,  5309  Lake  Park 
av.,  Miss  Marie  Quigley,  owner.") 

16740  SANS  SOUCI  PARK  BAR,  Chicago,  IL.  Dennis 
Freeman:  Internet  search  found  history  of  Sans 
Souci  Park  at  http://chicago.urban-history.org  (It 
was  located  on  the  10-acre  block  between  Cot- 
tage Grove  and  Langley  Avenues  and  60th  and 
61st  Streets  from  1899  to  1913.  It  was  named 
after  the  palace  of  Prussian  King,  Frederick  the 
Great,  the  name  meaning  "without  a care". 
There  were  other  "Sans  Souci  Parks"  in  the 
USA  - South  Denver,  CO,  Hanover,  PA,  and 
probably  others.  The  probability  that  this  piece 
is  from  Chicago  is  based  on  the  maker’s  mark  of 
the  Chicago  firm  of  S.  D.  Childs  & Co.) 

16742  Looffs'  AMUSEMENTS,  Long  Beach,  CA. 
John  Mutch,  Kevin  Akin,  Dennis  Freeman:  Kap- 
pen's  CA  Book,  Alpert  & Smith's  Amusement 
Tokens 

16743  HAWTHORNE  PLAYHOUSE,  Hawthorne,  CA. 
Kevin  Akin,  Dennis  Freeman"  Alpert  & Smith's 
Amusement  Tokens 

16753  BAKERS  DAIRY,  Moline,  IL.  John  Mutch,  Den- 
nis Freeman:  Reiter's  Dairy  Token  Book 

16760  GEO.  CONRADI,  Des  Moines,  IA.  Louie  Stub- 
ler:  Zells'  1881  Business  Directory,  1894  Des 
Moines,  IA  City  Directory  (Saloon  - 100  Walnut), 
1910  Census  (Liquor  Dealer  - Saloon) 


10497  J.  J.  ELFRINK  Delete  attribution  to  Bangor,  SD 
per  Steve  Miedema  who  researched  the  busi- 
ness and  found  that  Elfrink  was  only  in  Bangor, 
SD  for  a short  time  before  moving  to  Selby,  SD 
where  the  token  was  most  likely  used. 

12467  Change  to  MONROE  & RAPIN  from  MONROE 
& HAPIN  after  verification  of  name  with  sub- 
mitter (T ranscription  error) 

NEW  LISTINGS 

To  have  your  mavericks  listed  in  this  column, 
mail  them  to  the  Maverick  Editor  at  the  address 
below.  Please  do  not  send  “initials-  or  numbers-only” 
mavericks  or  other  pieces  with  only  a slim  chance  of 
being  attributed.  Since  photographs  or  rubbings  do  not 
reproduce  adequately,  send  the  actual  tokens  to  be 
photographed  and  listed.  Package  them  securely,  and 
include  stamps  or  a check  made  out  to  me  to  cover 
return  postage  and  insurance,  indicating  desired  insur- 
ance valuation.  As  always,  if  you  have  mavericks  you 
would  like  looked  up  in  the  TAMS  database,  e-mail  or 
send  me  a list  and  I will  be  glad  to  check  them. 

John  D.  Mutch 
7931  Crestwood  Drive 
Boise,  ID  83704-3022 
E-mail:  tokens@idahovandals.com 


16784:  H.  E. 

McGINITIE  / 

GROCERIES  / 

FLOUR  / & FEED. 

GOOD  FOR/ 100  /IN 
TRADE 

21mm  Rd  Al  16786:  McKAY'S 

STORE / 25 
1914  Ingle  Logo 
24mm  Rd  Pb 


16785:  J.  M&CLARY 
GOOD  FOR / ONE / 
QUART /MILK 
29mm  S4  Br 
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16799:  STAR  CAMP  / 

2C6  / SLO  (All  Inc) 
MILK  CHECK/ 5/ 
CENTS  (All  Inc) 
22mm  Rd  Br 


16794:  GOOD  FOR/ 
50 / FRANK / 
REICHENBACH 
AT  THE  BAR 
BBC  Co.  Logo 
(BBC-11) 

25mm  Rd  Br 


16798:  O.  G.  SMITH  / 5 
1914  Ingle  Logo 
19.5mm  Rd  Br 


16787:  THE 

MERCHANDISE 
MART /THIS 
TOKEN / GOOD 
FOR  / 50  / CASH 
DISCOUNT  / ON 
PURCHASES / 4 / 
3702  BRAGG 
BLVD.  (All  Inc) 
CASH  DISCOUNT 

TOKEN  / TOKENS 
/ MAY  BE  USED  / 
UP  TO/ 72/ 
TOTAL 
PURCHASE / 
PRICE  /THE 
MERCHANDISE 
MART  (All  Inc) 
27mm  Rd  Al 


16790:  MURPHY 

CIGAR  / STORE  / 

415  JACKSON  ST. 
GOOD  FOR/ 100 /IN 
TRADE 

24.5mm  Rd  Br 


16791:  NELSEN 
BROS.  / MILK/ 
AND / CREAM 
GOOD  FOR / 1 / 
QUART  / MILK 
24.5mm  Oc  Al 


16788:  MILITAIR 
HALLE  (Inc)  / 
GOOD  FOR  / 50  / 
F.  W.  LIPPMANN 
(Inc) 

Blank 

29mm  S4  Al 


16792:  QUALITY/ 
DAIRY  / PHONE 
897 

GOOD  FOR / ONE / 
QUART  MILK 
18mm  Rd  Br 


16795:  SANDBERGS  / 

5 / TIVOLI 
Same 

26.5mm  Rd  Br 


16796:  THE  / 

SARATOGA,  / S 

C.  FLUEGEL 
GOOD  FOR  / 27z  / 
CTS.  / IN 
MERCHANDISE 
20mm  Rd  Br 


16800:  GOOD  FOR/ 
50  / C.  W. 
STUBBS /IN  / 
TRADE 

Plain 

25mm  Rd  Wm 


16789:  THE  MODEL 
GROCERY / 1 

1909  Ingle  Logo 
18mm  Rd  Br 


16793:  REEHER 
BROS.  / DAIRY. 
MILK /ONE /PINT. 
25mm  Rd  Al 


16797:  GOOD  FOR/ 
50  / AT  THE  BAR 
PAUL  SKOMSKI 
BBC  Logo  (BBC-6d) 
25mm  Rd  Br 


16801:  THE 

SUNSHINE  / 1 
1914  Ingle  Logo 
18mm  Rd  Br 
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Each  member  is  entitled  to  one  free 
Marketplace  ad  of  25  words  per  issue.  Additional 
words  (or  additional  ads)  are  accepted,  but  must 
be  accompanied  by  payment  of  10<t  per  word. 
Ads  over  25  words  which  are  not  accompanied  by 
payment  will  be  edited  to  the  25  word  limit. 

Only  ads  relating  to  exonumia  will  be  ac- 
cepted, and  ads  must  be  different  each  issue.  Ads 
for  up  to  three  issues  may  be  sent  in  at  one  time; 
each  should  be  on  a separate  sheet  of  paper. 
Please  type  or  print  copy  and  send  to  David  E. 
Schenkman,  P.O.  Box  366,  Bryantown,  MD  20617. 


FOR  SALE;  BEST  OFFER.  Only  one  made,  third 
PanAm  games  1959  Chicago  second  place  mens 
swimming  springboard  diving.  Very  nice  original 
sterling  piece  with  Chicago  seal,  68.7  grams,  50mm. 
Rusco,  PO  Box  5207,  Gulfport,  FL  33737. 

RECUERDO  MATRIMONIAL  Mexican  wedding  tok- 
ens (Arras).  I have  many  extras  and  am  seeking  new 
types  for  my  collection.  Also  interested  in  any  infor- 
mation about  these  tokens.  Stevens,  313  B SE  Hill, 
Pullman,  WA  99163.  stevensf@pullman.com. 

PLEASE  SEND  PRINTOUT  OF  ELONGATED 
COINS  for  sale  from  1933/34  world’s  fair.  Russell, 
8944  So.  Mozart,  Evergreen  Park,  IL  60805. 

20  DIFFERENT  MERCHANT  TOKENS,  $20.  100 
mixed  transit  tokens,  $145.00.  100  mixed  arcade 
tokens,  $9.00.  Postpaid.  James  Vander  Helm,  18618 
Birch  Ave.,  Akron,  IA  51001. 

SPRINGFIELD,  IL  and  Waukesha,  Wl  tokens  and 
exonumia  wanted  by  collector.  Send  description, 
condition,  and  price  to  Don  Thannen,  309  Kenyon 
Drive,  Springfield,  IL  62704. 

SEND  (2)  TOKENS,  your  choice,  rec.  300  w/w 
stamps,  plus  some  coins.  W.  D.  O’Brien,  5 Helena  Dr., 
Broad  Brook,  CT  06016. 

SEND  FOR  FREE  CATALOG.  Bob  Moffatt,  Box  281, 
Auburn,  MA  01501.  100  lots  of  quality  exonumia  from 
a few  dollars  to  hundreds.  Sale  number  60. 

OLDE  ENGLISH  TABACCO  CARDS  like  new  Ca. 
1930-50  some  colour.  6 - $5.00,  12  - $9.00  & L.S.A.E. 
Ray  Parker,  954  Zenith  Cove  So.,  Cordova,  TN 
38018-8811. 


WEST  VIRGINIA  SALOON  TOKENS  WANTED:  also 
merchant,  lumber,  coal,  good-for.  Top  dollar  paid  for 
anything  needed.  David  Schenkman,  Box  366, 
Bryantown,  MD  20617.  dave@turtlehillbanjo.com. 

WILL  BUY,  SWAP  OR  CORRESPOND  on  WWI 

service  medals  issued  by  states,  counties,  cities  or 
towns.  Lou  Small,  Box  19262TM,  Jacksonville,  FL 
32245. 

WANTED:  JERRY  F.  SCHIMMEL  MAIL  AUCTION  #1 

and  list  of  prices  realized  1,  5,  6,  7,  8,  15,  16,  17,  23, 
and  38.  Jamie  Salgado,  El  Portela  Box  564,  PT  2686- 
601  Portela  LRS,  Portugal,  jjcssalgado@hotmail.com. 

WANTED  TO  BUY:  All  foreign  tokens,  medals,  etc. 
Also  Jewish  related  U S.  material.  We  also  sell.  Bill 
Rosenblum,  PO  Box  355,  Evergreen,  CO  80437-0355. 
Bill@Rosenblumcoins.com. 


TAMS  Slide  Programs 

TAMS  now  has  five  slide  programs 
for  free  loan  for  TAMS  members.  Each 
program  is  shipped  in  a Kodak 
“carousel”  with  the  slides  in  place, 
along  with  a typed  narrative.  Several 
programs  also  include  a taped  (uncued) 
narrative. 

Programs  include  “The  Case  of  the 
Misplaced  Soda  Token,”  a general  token 
and  medal  program  (heavy  in  Civil 
War),  Hard  Times  Tokens,  Civil  War 
storecards  and  Civil  War  patriotics.  It  is 
suggested  that  the  borrower  arrange  to 
have  a Kodak  Carousel  projector  before 
requesting  any  of  these  programs. 

TAMS  also  has  a repeating  program 
and  self-contained  Caramate  projector 
especially  designed  for  use  at  coin  or 
collectible  shows. 

When  returning  any  program,  at 
borrower’s  expense,  the  member  is 
requested  to  enclose  a check  for  the 
original  shipping  charge.  Inquiries  and 
requests  (please  write  at  least  three 
weeks  prior  to  scheduled  showing  in- 
cluding your  street  address)  may  be 
sent  to: 

Peter  Irion 
P.O.  Box  10 

Huntington,  VT  05462-0010 
petervt(S),aol.com 
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ALL  GEORGIA  EXONUMIA  WANTED  including 
tokens,  encased,  Masonics,  pinbacks,  etc.  Randy 
Partin,  1314  Keystone  Pointe,  Auburndale,  FL  33823. 
Email:  rpar10@gate.net.. 

TOKEN  AND  MEDAL  REFERENCES:  email  turtlehill 
@olg.com  for  our  extensive  list  of  books.  Turtle  Hill 
Book  Co. 

SWISS  AND  GERMAN  MEDALS:  Collector  buying 
Swiss  and  German  medallic  items.  Send  description, 
condition,  price.  Joe  Yager,  POB  161081,  San  Diego, 
CA  92176,  or  moryag@pacbell.net. 

WANTED:  United  States  medals  awarded  for  lifesav- 
ing. These  include  the  Treasury  Department  gold  and 
silver  lifesaving  medals,  and  the  presidential  lifesav- 
ing medal.  Charles  Pfeiffer.  407-644-0085. 

TOKEN  DIES:  mixed  group  of  27  different  ones;  inter- 
esting avg.  V.F.  Best  offer  over  $200.00;  you  pay 
shipping.  Edward  Adleman,  PO  Box  8667,  Collings- 
wood,  NJ  08108. 

WANTED:  TOKENS  RELATED  TO  DENTISTRY, 

dental  products  such  as  toothpaste,  patent  medicines, 
and  the  circus.  Ben  Swanson,  616  South  Hanover, 
Baltimore,  MD  21230.  (410)  385-1606. 

BUYING  INDIANA  MERCHANT  “GOOD  FOR” 
TOKENS:  pay  250  to  $10.00  each  (depending  on 
merchant,  town).  Write  first.  Ron  Parrott,  344  Melody 
Ave.,  Greenwood,  IN  46142. 

MILITARY  CLUB  TOKENS:  fixed  price  list  of  my  dup- 
licates available  upon  request.  Paul  Belschner,  11303 
Woodson  Ave.,  Kensington,  MD  20895-1431. 

CANNING  COMPANY  and  packing  house  tokens 
wanted  from  any  state.  Please  describe  and  price. 
Thanks.  David  Schenkman,  Box  366,  Bryantown,  MD 
20617.  Email:  dave@turtlehillbanjo.com. 
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FLASH ! The  best  savings  around  can  he 
found  in  the  classifieds. 


TAMS 

MEDALS 

Membership  Medal 

$4.00 

Member  Bar 

..2.00 

Officer  Bar 

.5.00 

Past  Officer  Bar 

..4.00 

President  Bar 

.4.00 

Past  President  Bar 

..4.00 

All  orders,  regardless  of 

size, 

must  include  $1.00  for  shipping 

expenses. 

Donald  Young 
560  Mariman  Ave, 

Harrodsburg,  KY  40330 

FEUCHTWANGER  TOKENS  WANTED 

I am  collecting 
and  studying 
Lewis  Feuchtwanger 
one-cent  and  three 
cent  tokens,  circa  1837,  classifying  them  by  die 
varieties  and  die  states.  I would  be  pleased  to 
examine  any  items  sent  to  me  and  will  make  an 
attractive  (in  my  opinion)  cash  offer  for  any  that 
I can  use,  and  in  any  event  will  return  postpaid 
any  that  I cannot  use,  and  pay  roundtrip 
postage. 

I seek  the  familiar  one-cent  pieces  of  1837,  the 
three-cent  pieces  of  that  same  date,  plus  store 
cards  or  anything  else  bearing  the 
Feuchtwanger  name.  All  inquiries  will  be 
answered  personally  and  promptly.  Thank  you 
for  your  interest! 

Dave  Bowers 
Box  1224 

Wolfeboro,  NH  03894-1224 
Telephone:  603-569-5095 
Fax:  603-569-5319 

E-mail:  barndoor@bowersandmerena.com 
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INFORMATION  FOR  ADVERTISERS 

Advertising  Restrictions 


All  advertisers  must  subscribe  to  the  TAMS  code  of  ethical 
standards.  The  editor  is  vested  with  the  right  to  reject  any  offered 
advertising  which  he  feels  is  not  in  keeping  with  the  best  objectives 
of  TAMS.  All  advertisers  must  supply  their  own  cuts  or  art  work, 
unless  other  arrangements  are  made.  All  ads  are  priced  on  a 
CASH  IN  ADVANCE  basis.  Further  information  regarding 
advertising  is  available  by  writing  to  the  editor. 

Classified  Advertising 

Each  member  may  submit  one  free  classified  ad,  up  to  a 
maximum  of  25  words,  per  issue.  Each  word  or  group  of  numbers 
counts  as  one  word,  as  does  the  zip  code.  Ads  larger  than  25 
words  are  accepted  but  payment  for  the  extra  words,  at  the  rate  of 
lOtf  per  word,  must  accompany  the  ad.  Ads  over  25  words  which 
are  not  accompanied  by  payment  will  be  edited  to  the  25  word  limit, 
without  exception. 

Mail  Bid  Ads 

It  is  recommended  that  closing  dates  in  mail  bid  ads  be  set  six 
weeks  following  the  listed  issue  date  in  which  it  is  to  be  inserted. 
While  the  Token  and  Medal  Society  endeavors  to  place  issues  in 
the  hands  of  its  members  no  later  than  three  weeks  following  the 
issue  date,  it  assumes  no  responsibility  for  doing  so.  All  mail  Lids 
must  include  any  rules  that  apply  to  that  sale.  The  term  "usual 
rules"  is  not  acceptable. 

Advertising  Rates 

(Please  note:  the  rates  listed  below  are  for  camera  ready  copy 
only.  There  is  an  extra  charge  for  layout  and  typing,  and 
arrangements  must  be  made  in  advance  with  the  editor.) 

CONTRACT  RATES 


SIZE 
1 Page 
1/2  Page 
1/4  Page 
1/8  Page 


1 ISSUE 

$75.00 

$40.75 

$24.00 

$13.00 


3 ISSUES 

$202.00 

$112.00 

$62.50 

$34.50 


6 ISSUES 

$383.25 

$209.75 

$122.00 

$66.25 


Contract  rates  apply  only  when  the  same  advertisement  is  run 
for  the  length  of  the  contract.  If  ad  copy  is  changed  during  a 
contract,  an  additional  charge  will  be  made.  A second  color  is 
available  for  $50.00  per  ad. 

TAMS  offers  advertisers  the  option  of  having  loose  flyers 
inserted  into  mailings  of  the  TAMS  Journal.  Contact  the  editor  for 
rates. 


Publication  Deadlines 
Ad  Copy  To  Editor  Issue  Date 


1 December 
1 February 
1 April 
1 June 
1 August 
1 October 


1 February 
1 April 
1 June 
1 August 
1 October 
1 December 


The  editor  cannot  guarantee  insertion  of  any  advertising  copy 
received  after  the  deadlines  indicated,  nor  can  he  guarantee  the 
accuracy  of  such  items. 


a quick  answer? 


688-1456 
ellsouth.net 


Schenkman 
(301)  274-3441 
turtlehili@olg.com 

Paul  A.  Cunningham 

>17)  423-8951 

l.com 


The  Medals  of  Franklin 

A Catalog  of  Medals,  Tokens,  Medallions,  and  Plaques 
issued  in  Honor  of  Franklin 

bv  Phil  W.  Grcenslel 


Phil  W.  Greenslet  has  spent  years  cataloging 
the  exonumia  of  Benjamin  Franklin  and  we're 
happy  to  offer  it  to  you  for  your  reading 
enjoyment! 


In  232  pages,  Greenslet  has  described 
carefully  and  pictured  hundreds  of  Franklin 
issues.  Biographical  and  informational  data 
included  for  many  pieces. 


Published  in  the  usual  TAMS  norm  of  highest 
quality  cloth  binding  and  recycled  paper; 
large  format,  with  large,  quality  photographs. 


Retail:  $39.95;  member  price:  $32.00.  Please 
add  $2.75  for  postage  and  shipping.  Make 
checks  payable  to:  The  Token  and  Medal 
Society.  Dealers  please  write  for  a wholesale 
schedule.  Order  from: 


, _ Mark  Lighterman 

5224  W.  State  Rd.  46,  #40i 
Sanford,  FL  32771-9230 
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TAMS 

INTRODUCING  THE 

TOKEN  AND 
MEDAL  SOCIETY 

For  All  Collectors  of 
Tokens  and  Medals 
and  Related  Exonumia 


The  Token  and  Medal  Society  (TAMS)  was 
founded  in  1960  as  "The  Society  of  Medal.  Token 
and  Obsolete  Paper  Money  Collectors  " A year  later 
the  name  was  officially  changed  to  the  Token  and 
Medal  Society 

Exonumists,  as  TAMS  members  are  known,  is  a 
coined  word  which  denotes  collectors  of 
numismatic  items  not  of  government  issue  Ac- 
cordingly, the  collecting  and  study  of  tokens  and 
medals  is  known  as  "exonumia  " TAMS  members 
have  always  been  among  the  most  dedicated 
collectors  and  students  in  the  hobby  of 
numismatics 
THE  AIMSOFTAMS  ARE: 

• To  promote  and  stimulate  the  study  of  tokens  and 
medals. 

• To  encourage  development  of  research,  articles 
and  recordings  pertaining  thereto 

• Tocultivate  fraternal  collector  relations 

• To  disperse  information  and  knowledge  in  the 
society’s  journal 

• To  promote  meetings  and  conventions 

• To  determine  and  publish  detailed  information  on 
the  values  of  tokens  and  medals 

• To  permanently  record  historical  information 
relating  to  tokens  and  medals  by  publishing 
original  works  by  members;  and  by  reprinting  old 
works  not  readily  available  to  present  day 
collectors. 

BENEFITS  OF  MEMBERSHIP 
OUR  TAMS  JOURNAL 

1.  Published  six  times  annually,  each  volume 
totalling  nearly  300  illustrated  pages 

2.  Timely  educational  articles 

3.  Maverick  listing  (for  those  hard  to  identify 
pieces.) 

4.  Commercial  advertising 

5.  Free  classified  advertising 

6.  Periodic  publication  of  original  monograph 
length  studies  by  members. 

OUR  TAMS  LIBRARY 

1 Over  1000  books  and  publications 

2 Cosi  — Roundtrip  postage 

3.  Available  to  all  — Write  TAMS  Librarian 

OUR  ANNUAL  MEETING 

1.  Held  In  conjunction  with  the  American  Numismatic 
Association  Convention. 

2 Provides  for  member  fellowship 
3.  Recognition  awards  are  presented 
OUR  MEDALLIC  ART  PRODUCTIONS 

1 Past  presidents  medals  are  available  for  purchase  in 
bronze  and  silver 

2 Assemblage  medals  — Available  annually  by  sub 
scnption  only 


OUR  CATALOG  PUBLISHING  PROGRAM 
Provides  for  the  publication  of  original  works  on 
exonumia  subjects  which  would  nol  otherwise  be 
published  due  to  their  marginal  profit  possibilities 
OUR  ORIGINAL  WORKS  PUBLICATION  FUNDING 
Provides  funds  on  a reimbursable  basis  for  the  private 
publication  of  original  works  which  permanently  record 
historical  information  relating  to  tokens  and  medal6 
OUR  AWARDS  PROGRAM 
1.  BP  Wright  Award 

Sponsored  by  the  Society,  this  award  is  presented  to 
the  first  place  winner  in  the  token  exhibit  category  at  the 
American  Numismatic  Association  s annual  convention 

2 Literary  Awards  — Gold.  Silver^Bronze 

a)  Joseph  M Segel  Gold  — Presented  'or  the  article  in 
the  TAMS  Journal  that  best  relates  to  the  original 
history  of  tokens  and  medals 

b)  TAMS  Silver  & Bronze  — Presented  for  articles  ap 
pearing  in  the  previous  year  s Journal  which  display 
excellence  in  historical  journalistic  achievement 

3 Medallic  Art  Medal  of  Merit 

Presented  to  the  TAMS  member  who  has  contributed 
most  to  TAMS  and  exonumia  during  the  preceding  year 

4 Catalog  Awards 

The  Mishler  Exonumia  Cataloging  Awards  for  the  best 
catalogs  published  during  the  preceding  year 

TAMS  PUBLICATIONS 

Besides  the  TAMS  Journal.  TAMS  has  published  or 
reprinted  a number  of  important  books  While  some  of 
these  are  out-of-print  and  unavailable  through  TAMS,  some 
may  be  purchased  from  private  booksellers  All  of  course 
may  be  borrowed  from  the  TAMS  library  by  TAMS  members 
BOOKS  IN  PRINT 
Alaska  Tokens  - Benlce 

Medallic  Portraits  of  Adolph  Hitler  - Colbert  and  Hyder 
Iowa  Tokens  - Ferguson 
California  Tokens  - Kappen  (reprint) 

Arkansas  Merchant  Tokens  - Robinson 
Token,  Checks.  Metallic  Tickets.  Passes  and  Tallies 
of  the  British  Caribbean  & Bermuda  - Lyall 

Order  books  from  TAMS,  P.O.  76192,  Ocala,  FL 
34481 

TAMS  Books  out-of-print 

Early  Coins  ot  America  - Crosby 

Com  Index  to  King's  Lincoln  In  Numismatics  • Heyl 

Medals  of  the  U S Mint  - 1792-1892  Julian 

Lincoln  in  Numismatics  • King 

Selected  Articles  on  American  Tokens  Numismatist 

American  Store  or  Business  Cards  Wright 

Annual  Membership  dues  $25,  payable  to  the 
Secretary  no  later  than  March  31 , of  each  year 

COLLECT  TOKENS  AND  MEDALS 
If  you  are  not  presently  a collector,  or  have  become 
tired  of  the  sameness  of  collecting  coins  by  dales,  add 
"life''  to  your  hobby  by  collecting  tokens  and  medals  as 
an  alternate  or  supplement  to  your  present  collecting 
interests  Tokens  offer  history,  both  local  and  national, 
plus  a record  of  the  changing  customs  of  people,  and 
preserve  it  in  a way  that  coins  never  can  You'll  learn 
from  tokens  that  bread  once  sold  for  5*  a loaf,  and  that 
during  wartime,  merchants  had  their  own  tokens 


struck  to  replace  hoarded  coins  You  may  even  find  a 
token  issued  by  \our  own  grandfather  or  by  a 
storekeeper  you  remember  from  years  ago  Tokens 
are  personal,  reflecting  history  you  can  relive  and 
enjoy 

Medals  on  the  other  hand,  reflect  history  in  a dif 
ferenl  way  by  commemorating  important  events 
and  persons  of  the  past  and  present  Nowhere  else  in 
the  numismatic  field  can  you  obtain  the  history  that 
may  be  gleaned  form  a medallic  collection,  practically 
every  event  or  person  of  importance  has  been  com 
memorated  at  one  time  or  another  And.  if  you  are  a 
confirmed  collector  of  sets,  it  is  possible  to  turn  one's 
interests  to  collecting  medals  by  subject  — there  are 
many  medals  of  George  Washington,  for  example,  and 
when  assembled,  you  will  have  far  more  variety  than  a 
set  of  coins  by  dates  and  mintmarks  Added  to  the 
historical  value  of  medals  is  the  artistic  superiority  of 
many  pieces  Unlike  coins,  which  must  meet  various 
restrictions  of  design  and  inscription,  sculptors  and 
medals  have  more  free  rein  and  are  thus  able  to 
produce  many  artistic  masterpieces  that  can  be  found 
now  here  else 

So.  whether  your  interests  lean  toward  history  and 
art  as  expressed  by  medals  or  the  "everyday  " history 
and  social  customs  as  expressed  by  tokens,  you  will 
surely  find  something  in  this  field  to  whet  your 
collecting  appetite  Should  you  already  be  collecting 
tokens  or  medals  in  a small  way  or  would  like  to  give  it 
a try.  you  will  find  that  you  need  some  sort  of  guide  We 
believe  the  answer  to  this  is  the  Token  and  Medal 
Society,  a national  collector  s organization  of  more 
than  2000  collectors  Through  its  members  and  the 
pages  of  its  bi  monthly  Journal  and  books,  you  will 
learn  of  collecting  avenues  of  which  you  never 
dreamed,  ranging  from  game  counters  and  car  wash 
tokens  to  American  Legion  and  Presidential 
Inauguration  medals  A summary  of  the  services  of 
fered  by  the  Token  and  Medal  Society  will  be  found 
described  in  this  folder  We  invite  you  to  join  us 


Clip  n Mail 

Token  and  Medal  Society 
MEMBERSHIP  APPLICATION 

Name  

Address  

City  State Zip_ 

My  collecting  interests  are:  


Other  Numismatic  Affiliations: 


I hereby  apply  for  membership  in  the  Token  and 
Medal  Society,  enclosing  $25  as  my  annual  dues 
($30  non-U. S.A.)  for  the  current  calendar  year.  The 
TAMS  Journal  is  sent  free  to  all  members 

Date Signed 

Recommended  byC)  

Life  memberships  are  available  alter  three  years  ol  regular  membership  The  lull 
payment  ol  S300  ($400  non-U  S A ) must  accompany  application  lor  life  mem- 
bership * 

(*)  The  secretary  Is  empowered  to  sign  your  membership  application  II  It  is  not 
convenient  'or  vou  to  have  It  signed  by  a regular  member 

Complete  and  sign  this  mem- 
bership application,  and  for- 
ward it  with  your  dues  of  $25 
for  the  first  year  to: 

Mark  Lighterman 
5224  W.  State  Rd.  46,  #408 
Sanford.  FL  32771 


rag  asand  # 

life  mbr  f 

appl  reed.  

pymt  reed.  

published 

(do  not  write  In  this 
space) 
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Alaska  Tokens,  by  Ron  Benice 

New  edition,  334  pages,  new  prices,  100s  of  photos;  hard  bound,  recycled  paper. 
Retail  $39.95;  members:  $32.00. 

Arkansas  Trade  Tokens,  by  Tom  H.  Robinson 

All  known  Arkansas  tokens  cataloged;  260  pages,  900  photos,  high  quality  cloth 
binding.  Retail:  $32.50;  members:  $26.00 

Bryan  Money,  by  Fred  Schomstein 

A totally  revised  rendition  of  Farran  Zerbe’s  famous  1926  work!  All  varieties 
pictured,  rarity  scale,  full  color,  hard  cover,  full  size  text,  hundreds  of  new  listings, 
dozens  of  period  cartoons;  full  color  dust  jacket.  Retail  $29.95,  members  $24.00. 

California  Tokens,  by  Charles  V.  Kappen 

TAMS'  all  time  best  seller!  1994  reprint.  Revised  index,  754  pages,  high  quality 
cloth  binding;  illustrated.  Retail:  $45.00;  members:  $36.00. 

Louisiana  Trade  Tokens,  by  Louis  Crawford  and  Glyn  Farber 

Second  edition,  highly  revised;  many  new  photos!  New  rarities,  hard  bound,  large 
format,  560  pages.  Retail:  $44.95,  member:  $36. 

The  Medals  of  Franklin  , by  Phil  W.  Greenslet 

Hundreds  of  popular  and  obscure  Franklin  issues.  232  pages,  large  format,  highest 
quality  cloth  binding.  Retail:  $39.95;  members:  $32.00. 

South  Carolina  Tokens,  by  Tony  Chibbaro 

Highly  acclaimed!  262  pages;  Highest  quality  cloth  binding,  1300+  photos, 
recycled  paper.  Retail:  $49.95;  member:  $39.95. 

Special  numbered  and  autographed  edition:  $75.00 

The  Tokens,  Checks,  Metallic  Tickets,  Passes  and  Tallies  of  the  British 

Caribbean  & Bermuda,  by  Bob  Lyall 

Award  winning!  High  quality  cloth,  210  pages,  450  photos.  Historical  info,  index, 
bibliography,  enamel  paper,  etc.  Retail:  $35.00;  member:  $28.00. 

Special,  numbered  and  autographed,  leather  bound  edition:  $75.00  net  i 

To  order:  add  $2.75  for  postage  and  shipping  per  book.  Make  checks  payable  to  The  Token  and 

Medal  Society.  Forward  to: 

Mark  Lighterman 
5224  W.  State  Rd.  46,  #408 
Sanford,  FL  32771 
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FREE!  FREE!  FREE! 

Renew  your  TAMS  dues  for  three  years, 
get  a FREE  book!  (any  TAMS  book  currently  in 

stock!)  and  postpaid  too! 

HALF  FREE! 

For  new  members,  buy  any  TAMS  book  for  half 

price. 

HALF  FREE! 

Recruit  a new  member(or  a former  member 
before  2001),  buy  a TAMS  book  for  half  price. 

HALF  FREE! 

LIFE  MEMBERS!  Buy  any  TAMS  book  for  half  price! 

One  time  offer. 

Contact  the  Secretary  to  claim  your  prize!  Free  shipping  on  all 

books. 


If  you  collect  U.S. 


COINS 


Then  try  Numismatic  News 


The  U.S.  coin  hobby’s  leading 
authority  brings  you  the  latest  news 
and  market  reports  each  week. 
Plus,  you’ll  get  a comprehensive 
monthly  value  guide  and  FREE 
classified  ads  every  week  that 
pay  for  your  subscription 
several  times  over! 

Credit  card  customers  dial  toll-free 

800-258-0929 


Offer  NNABBGHL 


Mon.-Fri.  7 am  - 8 pm 
Sat.  8 am  - 2 pm,  CST 


O Yes!  Send  me  one-half  year  (26  issues)  of 

Numismatic  News 

One-half  year  (26  issues)  U.S.  only $14.98 

Save  $43.52  off  the  newsstand  rate! 

Name 


Address, 
City 


O Check  or  money  order 

(to  Numismatic  News , payable  in  U.S.  funds) 

O MasterCard  OVisa  O Discover/Novus  OAMEX 

Credit  Card  No.  

Expires:  Mo. 

Signature 

Phone 


Yr. 


E-mail 


State 


Zip, 


It  is  ok  to  send  me  offers  and  information  via  e-mail. 
OYes  O No 


Payable  in  U.S.  funds. 

Numismatic  News 

Circulation  Dept.  NNABBGHL,  700  E.  State  St.,  Iola,  WI  54990  0001 


